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Mr. FREELAND. 


(WRITTEN BY. HIMSELF) 


* N MN N AV [LLE, by returning 


„ home ſooner than uſual 


X that evening, (though he 
ONO had been very friendly 


* fince the accident I had met with, in 


aſſiſting me) put a ſtop to the conver- 
ſation on that ſubject between us. 
could not cloſe my eyes all night, 
ſo much were my thoughts employed 
Vor. II. 33 about 


1 Tus HIS To RY OF 
Ck: a ſcheme which I had formed to 


preſerve Gertrude, if poli from diſ- 


honour. 

As ſoon as I. * thas Mr. 
Aſhurſt was ſtirring, I went to him, and 
defired to ſpeak with him in private. 

I told him I was come to ſnatch his 


daughter from deſtruction, ſince the 
ſituation of his affairs had forced him, in 


a manner, I found, to think of ſacri- 


eing her to a man who was too deſtitute 


of generous ſentiments to attempt to re- 


lieve his neceſſities without ſo infamous 


a reward; and that all J aſked in return 
was his ſolemn promiſe never to oblige 
his daughter to ſee Mr. Dawley, who 


had the baſeſt deſigns upon her. On 
ec that condition, fir,” "continued T, 


« you ſhall receive from me the fifteen 


4 hundred pounds, of which you ſtand 
4e in need, immediately; ; and I will not 
* defire the repayment of that ſum till it 


© oits 9 it.“ e wee 


Ma. FREELAND. 


He pauſed a moment, turned from 
me} and knĩtted his brows; then looking 


at me fiercely, replied, * But I ſuppoſe 


< you will aſk me for my daughter: 
Never,“ ſaid I, 1 am not ſuf - 


00 ficiently bleſt by fortune to have it 


<« in my power to make her happy : but 


«] have too much regard for her in 


© nocence, too much eſteem for ber 
1 goodneſs, to bear to ſee her given 
4 up to a man who, by only withing 
* to ſeduce” her, renders himſelf, at 
*. once, unworthy of her; nor would 
the amũable virtuous girl, ever tamely 


Wo ſubmit to become the miſtreſs of 


any man; no] not even to "08 
Erherather?? ? wo f77! 
«+ Mighty:fine all this be dest vn : 
a ſneet, mighty fine - but, my young 
man, where the devil did you pick up 
*- theſe high- flown notions of nn, 
* and ſo On? 83494597 
bs B. a „ „% From” 
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From the excellent inſtructions of 


<< the deareſt and moſt exemplary of pa- 
ee rents,“ anſwered 1, *to whom I think 
2 my ſelf more indebted for their ineſti- 


„ mable admonitions than for the for- 
* tune which I inherited from them: 


little indeed was the fortune I 1nhe- 
* rited; but, had it been ever ſo large, it 


would have made no change in my 


fſentiments with regard to my obliga- 
* tions to them: and you, fir, you, 


60 who have either 1 been taught other 
notions, or have adopted them of 
* your own accord, you alſo are obli- | 


+ ged to my dear deceaſed parents; for 


*© to them you owe that honeſty and 
“that fidelity which, I may venture to 
« ſay, you have ever found in me. And 


45 will you then „ Who have reaped ſo 


* much advantage from my education, 
« as 1 have hitherto tranſacted your 


© buſineſs with diligence and i integrity; 


% will you, I fay, fir, be 2 to con- 


25 nive 


RES 


=. 
ae ng | 5 


L nive at the ruin of a virtuous an n only 


% daughter? Think, oh! think, fir—con- 


C fider ſeriouſly—ſpare me the pain of 
* relating what I cannot utter without 


* the deepeſt concern, and what muſt 
& be doubly unwelcome to your ears: 
e ſpare me that pain, and be the careful 
“guardian of your Gertrude's honour.” 

I ſtopped here; I was too much affec- 


ted to proceed : he alſo, I ſaw, was 


moved: he turned from me to hide his . 
emotions for ſome moments, while my 


overcharged heart vented itſelf in bro- : 
ken ſobs, which ſhook my whole frame. 
At length, reaching out one hand to- 


me, while the other covered his face, he 


ſaid, Make yourſelf eaſy, Freeland; 


you have overcome me by your ſupe- 


rior virtues : Gertrude ſhall be pro- 


_ © rected from Dawley's attempts: I did 


% not know your worth till NOW ; yet 5 
* ſhe: cannot de e even if I accept 
1 215 11 3 Bat nee of 
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of your offer of this loan, for which I 
* am ready to give you my bond.“ 5 3 


«c 1 affure you again and again, fir,” 


faid 1 eagerly, % upon my honour, I 
* will not aſk ſuch a bleſſing, till I am 
« deſervin g of it, by being enabled to 
. ſupport Miſs Afhurſt in a proper 


« manner; till 1 have merited her 
bid eſteem and affeQion : : 1 have never 
« made my addreſſes to her; I never 
<< thought myſelf in a ſituation; and I 
< have now put it out of my ali to 
% make them. 

Lou will not then object t to a _ 


77 per match for her, if ſuch a one 


« ſhould be propoſed ?” 
« By my life, I will not, ” ſaid I ;* 


« the contrary, I will uſe all my 3 


** with her to perſuade her to accept of 


este firſt agreeable propoſal of that 


kind, which will, no doubt, in due 
time be paid to her merit: and to 


1 convince you of my fincerity in this 


affair, 


Mg. FRE EIL AND. 5 


*« affair, ſhe will tell you that 1 preſſed 
her to give her hand to Mr. Blyth.” 
„ Ay! what objection could ſhe 
* make to him?“ cried he aloud then 
muttering to himſelf, added, Perhaps 
« Blyth, if he had married my daughter, 
might not have Ine me, and ſo 
„tis better as it is. 15 
We, then, ſettled the dock; but be- 
fore we parted, I begged him to give 
his daughter the conſolation of hearing 
him forbid her to receive Mr, Dawley 
again, He e to nu requeſt, in 
kept his word. | 
I had; now, the ſatisfaction, the 
heart-felt ſatisfaction, to ſee Gertrude 
reſtored to her former tranquility with 
regard to herſelf, yet ſhe ſtill wept for 
her father's loſſes; and her tears made 
me long to render her quite eaſy about 
them, by telling her how they were ſup- 
plied ; but I did not care to load her with 
what ſhe would, 1knew, have reckoned 
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and her daughter, and endeavoured, 
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a great obligation to me. I, therefore, 
only, in general, intreated her to baniſn 


ber fears; and afſured her, that Mr. 
Aſhurſt's affairs were far from being ſo 


bad as ſhe had imagined them to be. 


«© You are, always, contriving to give 
me comfort, Mr, Freeland,” faid ſhe, 
witha ſmile ofacknowledgment that went 
to my heart, and ſoon reſumed her ac- 


cuſtomed chearfulneſs; ſetting herſelf, 
however, to retrench all unneceſſary ex- 


pences in the family, and particularly 


in her own dreſs; contriving to make 
always a decent appearance, without 


laying out much money to ſupport it; 


and if Mr. Aſhurſt had been as pru- 


dent abroad as ſhe was at home, his af- 


fairs might have been retrieved : but 
when people ſuffer themſelves to con- 


tract vicious habits, they ſeldom ar 


ever can diveſt themſelves of them. 


Mr. Dawley ſtill viſited Mrs. Coker 
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Mr. FREELAND. 9g 


as much as poſſible, to oy himſelf 


in | Gertrude's, way, but without 
ſucceſs : he Was, 1 ſtrongly 


prompted to find out the cauſe of the 
alteration in Mr. Ar behaviour 


- {limes of ;v 


Sukey IA pak lifiened at hs 


door, when I was ſhut up with, Mr. 


Aſhurſt in his room, between the par- 
lour and the compting-houſe, was very 
capable of informing him; but did not 


communicate what the had heard im- 
mediately, becauſe the thought her in- 


telligence deſerved no. ſmall reward. 


Both the mother and daughter were 
filet till they had hopes of making him 


come down handiomely : their deſigns 
at laſt ſucceeded; and, on the day af- 


terwards, Miſs Aſhurſt received the 
Sllowing letter froman unknown hand. . 


Madam, | 
It; IS 2 common. r and not 


the leſs Juſt for peing a trite one, that 


7 *. 9 2 e 
2 OS et RY by 
* — 1 
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people frequently, to aveid one evil, 


or ſomething which appears an evil to 


them, run into another much greater. 
Thus, your obftinate reſolution to pre- 
vail on your father to refuſe all aſſiſt- 


ance from Mr. Dawley, who was well 


able to make you large amends for what 


he was willing that you ſhould confider 
FE a piece of condeſcenſion, has thrown 
you intirely into Mr. Freeland's power, 
who, by advancing Mr. Aſt urſt fifteen 
hundred pounds, will expect you to 
make good that ſum to him in the moſt 
agreeable manner to himſelf, whenever 
he is in a humour to demand it : but 
take care, Miſs Aſhurſt; there is no 


them. Freeland may pretend love to 
you, but whether he marries you or not, 


if you yield to him you muſt abſolutely | 4 


ſtarve together: and a man certainly 


can Er A proof of a paſſion 


9 | f entirely 


4 dence / upon men who + conceal 
"obligations only to enhance the value of 


©. 
. 
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entirely ſelfiſh, than by ſtudying to de- 
ooy the object, under the empty pre- 
tences of generoſity and honour, into 
a fituation which muſt render her, and 
the unhapy fruits of it, miſerable for 
ever. Reſiſt him, therefore; be wife 
in time, and conceal this friendly advice 
from the man who ſeeks nothing but 
your ruin in the gratification of his 
pleaſure. Avoid Freeland as you would 
2 houſe with the plague in it, and en- 
tertain grateful ſentiments for 1 ſin- 
cere well: wiſher, 
ANONYMoUs, | 
No ſooner had Miſs Aſhurſt read 
the foregoing epiſtle, than with a heart 
burſting with gratitude the flew into the 
parlour, in which J happened to be 
alone; and, calling me her preſerver and 
deliverer, thanked me a thouſand times 
for ſaving her from Dawley; though 
3 the at the fame time, with tears, aſſured 
= me that ſhe was Nr hurt to know 


12 Tax HISTORY or 
that her father had taken oy my 
little all fromme. 


I never intended that you ſhould ; 


* * what I have done,” ſaid I, ex- 


tremely ſurprized and vexed at this 


diſcovery, - having hoped that the 
* converſation between Mr. Athurſt 
and me would not have tranſpired; 
nor can I at prefent gueſs by what 
means it has waaſpired. : 
*-'The means,” replied the twins. 
grateſul girl, ſmiling through her 
tears, ** J muſt conceal. from you, to 
* puniſh you a little for your having 
« concealed ſo extraordinary an act of 
c generoſity from me: but I will weary 
heaven with my prayers, Mr. Free- 
* land, that it may be repaid a thouſand 
t times over.” 
* Oh! do not thus oppreſs me, Miſs 
„ Aſhurft,” cried I, I cannot bear it; 
but if you really think yourielf in the 
00 os indebted to me, and inſiſt upon 


. . p 


4 18 
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„ overwhelming me with acknowledg- 
* ments in this manner, I will put you 
« into a way to repay me. Tell me 
only, _ you came at this intelli- 
ce gence.” 
Why, from a letter in an unknown | 
© hand,” ſaid ſhe, with ſome heſitation, 
as if that anſwer was meerly in compli- 
ance with my perſuaſions eren her 
own conſent. 
Letters of that kind,” faid 7, r, * are 
0 commonly written by our _—_ 
enemies, under the maſk of friend- 
A « ſhip, who, by concealing themſelves, 
are more capable of injuring us. 
Let me, therefore, look at your letter, 
« Miſs Aſhurſt; emen I may diſcovers 
„the hand.“ 5 6 
«© "FOE ſu very reaſoa,” ſaid ſhe, 
« ] would keep it from you. I tremble 
to think into what danger you may be 
« Ima your —— | 
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„Be aſſured.“ replied I,  thar 

=; you have nothing to apprehend from 1 
* my. reſeatment, occaſioned by the 

© knowledge of what this letter con- 

* tains : the contents of it will rather, I 

imagine, tend to preſerve me from 

Y danger than prove detrimental to me. 
With much difficulty 1 got it from 

ber, and preſently gueſſed it to be the 

| production of one of Dawley's adhe- 

rents: declaring, at the ſame time, that 

à man of his character was beneath all 

' reſentment, and no otherwiſe worthy 

. of our notice, than Wen ia 

4 againſt him. 

1 The compoſure with which. £ ſ] poke, 

ij | 5 added to my thanks for this new proof 

bt ol ber confidence in me, at length calm- 

ed her, and removed her apprehenſions. 
As to myſelf, I thought the beſt and 
only way to deprive Mr. Dawley of all 
hopes, was to take no ſort of notice of 

1 the letter to any perſon, nor even to 

. cem if 
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ſeem to know any thing about it. For 
ſome time, therefore, we remained in a 
ſtate of tranquillity; Mr. Aſhurſt, in- 
deed, as he heard nothing of any pay- 
ment from Mrs, Coker, began to leſſen 
his civilities to her; and we were not 
ſorry for the alteration of his carriage to 
her: the reſt of the family made no 
* in their behaviour. 
Lady Frolick, aſter having returned 


her wedding viſits, ſet out for France 
with Sir Harry; and would have per- 


ſuaded Miſs Harvey to have accompa- 
nied her; but the choſe to ſtay where 
ſhe was, though the town began to grow 
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Mrs. Coker and her daughter, i in ſo 
deplorable a part of the year,were glad 
to; ſaunter away their evenings in the 
Temple Gardens, and Grays-Inn- | 
Walks, when they could not well af- 
ford a coach to. the Park. Sometimes, 
Oy Saville treated Sukey with an 


evening 
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16 Tus HISTORY or 
evening at Sadlers Wells, or the Little 
Theatre in the Haymarket. To 


At the laſt mentioned place, Miſs 


Coker took the fancy of a young fellow, 


one night, and ſhe encouraged him, 


while Saville was chatting with her 


companion, to ſee her home, as it was 


moon-light, Saville, finding that ſhe 


had picked a new acquaintance, left her 
to make the moſt of him, and ſhe trip- 


ped chearfully into the city by the help 
of his arm, | 


They were received with great wet 


humour by Mrs. Coker, who aſked the 
young fellow to ſtay and eat a bit for 
taking care of her daughter, though ſhe 


had never feen him before. 


The young fellow, who was well. 


dreſsed, aſſumed all the airs of a gentle- 


man, which he not contemptibly co- 
pied: and the mother and daughter were 


fo far taken in by his appearance and 
behaviour, as to think it well worth 
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their while to give themſelves out to be 
people of ſome conſequence. 


Mrs. Coker, therefore, with an in- 


telligent look at her daughter, com- 


plained of the ftraitneſs of their lodg- 
ings. ** But indeed,” added ſhe, ** they 
are only taken ſor a time; as I am 


© obliged to ſtay in the city becaule I 


expect my brother from the Eaft In- 


« dies every day. When your uncle 
comes home, child,” continued the to 
XZ Miſs Sukey, I ſhall appear quite 


** another woman; but I am willing to 
* be near the Jndie-houſl, that I may 
« have the earlieſt grout of every 


* ſhip's arrival.” 


Sukey catched the lie warm from hes 
mother's lips, and doubled it, by adding, 


Indeed, mamma, I ſhall be quite re- 


*< joiced/ to go to my uncle's ſeat in 
«© Wales, for the city does'nt at _ agree 
* with me,” 
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18 Taz HISTORY or 
Saville, having perceived Sukey's 


eagerneſs to engage with this new man, 
dropped her on purpoſe, at the corner 


of a ſtreet; and then, peeping out from 
his concealment, kept them al! the way 


in ſight, came in ſoon after them, and 
| ſlipped into a middle apartment, in 
which he had often hid hiniſelf for other 
purpoles : in that apartment he over- 


heard all that paſſed. 

The young fellow, concerning whom 
they now believed they had a right to be 
inquiſitive, ſaid, that his name was 
Bently, and that he lived at the Weſt 
end of the town. This account of him- 


ſelf was ſufficient; he received a general 


invitation from the mother; and the 


daughter left nothing undone to let him 


fee that the was extremely well pleaſed 
with him, while he ſeemed abſolutely 


enamoured with her. 


When he was gone, Saville came 
down to me, and related all that had 
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paſſed under the ſeal of ſecrecy. 1 
 & condoled with him on the probability of 
his lofing his Sukey; begging! him, at 
| the ſame- time, not to interrupt the 


lovers, as the girl would have good 


luck if ſne could get a huſband. 


And would you, Freeland,” cried 


he, with your excellent principles, 
© © ſuffer an honeſt fellow to be ſo drawn 
in? can you anſwer it to yourſelf to 
wink at a man's marrying a —2 


- 'Theſe ſhrewd and ſenfible queries, 


A" which 1 fo itte ern peRed from Saville, 
7 ſtartled me; and made me feel the un- 


juſtneſs of my ſentiments which my 


cCompaſſion for this poor wretch, whoſe 
f ituation was Sroun very eritical, had 
excited in me. I thanked him; how- 


ever, for reminding me, that in being 


over zealous in my duty towards one 


neighbour, I ought not to forget what, 


3x 2$ 2 chriſtian, I owed to another. Yer 
7 © methinks Saville,” added 1, © ſome 


„ proviſion 
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* proviſion ſhould be made for this girl 
© to prevent her from committing thoſe 
0 indiſcretions again throug hneceſſity; 
*« of which the has already been guilty 
through want of fortitude.” : 
Hold, hold,” faid he, © girls of 
her ſtamp are not ſo eafily reclaimed : 
however, I will make it my buſineſs 
to find out the real character of this 
new friend; if he is good for any 
* thing I will not ſuffer him to marry 
< ſuch a jade, who would deceive the 
* devil if ſhe could ; and if he ſhould 
« happen to turn out like herſelf, een 
* Jet them play upon each other.“ 
In a few weeks Mr. Blyth came to 
town : he called on me, and made me a 
| ſhort viſit; telling me, when he went 
away, that he would in a day or two 
make a much longer one. 
J confeſs J was not ſorry to fee * 
again; I had ever, notwithſtanding my 
love for Gertrude, wiſhed to ſee her ſett- 
FF | led 
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led with a worthy man, as I well knew 
that I never ſhould be able to make a 
proper proviſion for her myſelf: and 
though ſhe had refuſed Blyth, and he 
had given up all thoughts of her, I was 
inclined to imagine, that as he was ſtill 
| diſengaged, his paſſion might return; 
and that ſhe, being more certain thanever 
of the indifferent ſituation of her father's 
affairs, might be induced to accept of 
an amiable man, whom ſhe might, I be- 
leved, at length ſufficiently love to make 
both him and herſelf happy. I ſeized 
the firſt moment, therefore, to hint my 
conjectures to her, and was ſurprized to 
find her ſtill reſolute to remain unmar- 
ried ; declaring that honour forbade her 
to deceive ſuch a man as Blyth, who de- 
ſerved a better wife than the yon 788 
fibly make him ä 
lsaadmired her noble e bur Þ 
| coll only admire them; I ſecretly repi- 
ned that I was ſo unfortunate as not to be 
able 
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able to do any thing more. poſſibly, I 
was criminal by ſo repining : perhaps I 
was too preſumptuous to ſigh after a 
felicity with 'which mortals are rarely. 
bleſt: I certainly complained too ſoon 
of my lot in life, and I was puniſhed for 


my precipitation. Short ſighted mn. 


like a froward child, often makes him- 
ſelf wretched on the | firſt diſappoint- 


ment he meets with; and, by the folly of 


his behaviour, under the preſſure of it, 
excludes himſelf from that happineſs 


which thoſe ſeldom fail to enjoy whom 
Hope and refignation chear with their 


brighteſt ſmi les. 


But to return to Mr. Bly th: ens | 


according to his promiſe 3” and, after a 
ſhort introduction, told me that he be- 


lieved he was now really determined to 
marry. © I have not, however, uttered a 
* fingle ſyllable of love to the ahh. 


Ver; "continued ey” 
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* You are not then ſo very near ma- 
trimony, ' replied I. 
Tou thall hear, and then you!ll be 

better able to judge. As I am naturally 
4 of aſerious contemplative diſpoſition, 
« have accuſtomed myſelf, for theſe 
« few years, to go every ſummer into a 
*< pleaſant part of the country, which 
« [ have never ſeen before, and ſo take 
an apartment in a farm houſe, without 
even my own ſervant to attend me, 
9 that I may have an opportunity to 
« enjoy the pleaſanteſt ſeaſon of the 
year agreeably to my own taſte, and 
« to be in the way of making obſerva- 
tions unobſerved. By theſe excurfi- 
1 « ons I have made myſelf acquainted 
with ſome of the moſt delightful ſpots 
in England, without being interrupt- 
* ed by that ceremony and parade 
which hinder, people from viewing 
1 « ſuch places it in the moſt eligible. man- 
=_— RET Sa ron 


0 in 
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ln my laft ramble, having, as I 
<* thought, ſecured my lodging, I found 
«< myſelf very happy in it; but on the 
«© ſecond night of my 70 the ho- 
< neft farmer came to tell me he was 
** ſorry things had fallen out ſo croſs, 
but that his ſiſter Higgins and her fon 
were coming, unexpectedly, to be 
with them during the fair-time, and 
that he could put her no where but in 
% my bed. Howſomever, Sir,” con- 
tinued he, if you will let me ſtep to 
« the parſonage, I am fure the rector 
&« will give you houfe-room with all his 


« heart, 
Though I felt ſome repugnance, I 


« confeſs, at going into a family in 
Which I ſhould neceſſarily be more on 
r the footing of a viſiter than a lodger, 
R I did not care to vex my honeſt far- 
mer by a refuſal, as he expreſſed ſo 
much real concernment, at his being 
0 obliged: to turn me out in a manner, as 

AY « he 
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he called it. I therefore went with 


him to the rector's where I had no rea- 


e ſon to regret my change of lodging 3 


*< for I found in the owner of this hoſ- 
< pitable manſion, the gentleman, the 


«<« ſcholar, and the chriſtian, and in his 
daughter, a very amiable girl, about 


* two and twenty, ſenſible, well bred, 
c and modeſt. 
+ Lucy Manners is no beauty, but 


© ſhe wants not the brilliant eyes of a 


„Kitty Harvey to render one blind to 
6. her failings, becauſe ſhe has none to 
be expoſed; nor does ſhe want the 
e bloom of Kitty's complexion to 
<< heighten the charms ariſing from the 
* modeſty of her every look, the pro- 


«© priety of every word ſhe utters, and 


** the enchanting diffidence in her whole 
carriage; her fearfulneſs of giving 
** offence, renders her fo extremely 


| © pleaſing, that the has made a deep 


*< iropreflion on my heart. b 
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] ſoon converſed with her familiarly, 
put ĩt was ſometime before I diſcovered 
«all her excellent qualities; and you will 
e ſmile, when I tell you that ſhe became 
<« irrefiſtibly alluring in my eyes, by 
« ſhewing a {ſort of a defire to find out 
all my merit (if any merit may be al- 
< lowed me). Yes the employed herſelf 
in that manner, with ſuch a winning 
45 delicacy and ſimplicity, that ſhe grew 
< every hour more and more agreeableto 
< me. In order, however, to be aflured 
cc that no ambitious views governed her 
* carriage, I carefully concealed my true 
* ſituation in life, throwing out obſcure 
hints that my fortune was but indif- 
<« ferent. I was not treated with leſs re- 
« oardfor thoſe hints: for if I at any time 
* counterfeited a melancholy, foreign to 
my nature, ſhe caught the ſoft infec- 
tion, and kindly pitied me for what 1 
never felt. In ſhort, I ſoon flattered 
* myſelf, that no ſubject ſtarted by me 
% would be diſagreeable to her. 
| | N „ While 
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1 While I was waiffog, after having 
been abſent above fix weeks, to ſeize a 
5 proper moment for a declaration, I re- 
te ceived a letter from my father, which 
ce contained a deſire to ſee me, ſhe was 
tt with me when I opened the letter. As 
e was really ſorry to leave her, the dif- 
| © content which 1 felt appeared in my 
„ countenance, I could not, nor did I 
© wiſh to hide it. A ſympathetic forrow 
** ſoon clouded her brow. I ſurprized her 


looking at me with much concern, and 


t cold her that the letter ſhe ſaw in my 
hand ſummoned me to town. 
Does it? ſaid ſhe, turning her 


b head aſide to conceal her emotions: 
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ſhe could add no more. 
When! bade her and her cher 10 re- 
gell, the latter kindly invited me to 
make his houſe again my own, 

I thanked him, and faid, that if 
ever fortune favoured my withes, I 
would certainly be again his gueſt. 

C 2 „ 
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as you then believe, aid Lucy, 
© in the ſoſteſt accents, that you will be 


<« the more welcome either to my father 


„or to me on account of any advan- 
'« tageous change in your affairs? cer- 


„ tainly no change, however advan- 


* tageous, will add to. the merit you 
< are already poſſeſſed of. 
A thanked her for her good opinion of 
ce me, for her uncommon, but excellent 
< turnof mind, which naturally prompted 
cher to endeavour to make every body 
« as ſelt̃· contented as poſſible ; aſſuring 
<« her alſo that, whenever I wanted con- 
<« ſolation, ſhe would be the firſt per- 
<« ſon I ſhould think of for my com- 
« forter, 


« You will then only come to us 3 


* when you are unfortunate, replied the 
with a languiſhing ſweetneſs : If that 
« js your intention, I ought never to 
* with to ſee you; for I with to ſee 19255 


* the happieſt of men. 


1000 ped 
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A claſped her to my boſom before her 


father, at the concluſion of this ſ pecch, 
* and told her that it would be in her 
* poweralone to fix my happinets when 
ever I dared to expect it from her. 
« She bluſhed like ſcarlet; ſhe A 
* gaged herſelf from my arms, though 
**nottil!I had ſnatcheda parting kiſs from 
< her roſy lips, while a gentle figh heaved 


c her tender boſom on my quitting her. 


«© Now tell me, Freeland, you have 
been beloved, though perhaps never 
<& 2 lover; tell me what I am to think of 
this behaviour: may 1 not flatter 
* myſelf with ſome hopes? 

I could not hide the riſing glow in 
my face at ſo home a thruſt: it even 
prevented me from returning an imme- 
diate reply; but finding him impatient 
for my opinion, I told him with a ſmile, 
that had any lady been ſo condeſcending 
to me, I thould have had vanity 
0 W to believe I might be ſucceſsful. 
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He laughed, ſhook his head at me 


and told me that I ſhould hear the -efult 


of the affair when he came back from 
the parſonage, to which he intended to 
go, as ſoon as his father, who had been 
indiſpoſed, was recovered. 

In a few days afterwa rds, Sir Wil- 


liam's death was in the papers. 
Mr. Aſhurſt could not read the para- 


graph without upbraiding Gertrude for 


having refuſed ſuch a man as Blyth: 


the was ſilent. 


She had been for ſeveral days unufu- 
ally grave and low ſpirited; upon my 


enquiring into the cauſe of her melan- 


choly appearance, the told me that 
Dawley followed her whitherſoever 


| ſhe went, and had even written a letter 
to her with an offer of marriage; © But I 


treated it with the contempt it deſer- 
ved,“ continued ſhe : © Mr. Dawley XR 


has been talking in the ſame ſtrain to 


© my fa ther ; for he ſaid yeſterday that 
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* he was ſurprized at my having any 
„ objection to be Mr. Dawley's wife, 
* though I would not be his miſtreſs. 1 
* replied, that I looked upon the man 

* who could think of making me the 


bone, as unworthy of making me the 


« other. My father was angry, and 
told me that, though modeſty was 


XZ © commendable in girls, I wastoo-proud. 


* I would not argue with him, Mr. 
« Freeland, but I with he was not pre- 
« poſſeſſed in favour of this Dawley.” 
Saville interrupted us by running 
into the room to tell me that he had 
found out Sukey's lover. But if you 
* will not ſwear,” continued he, to be 
« ſecret, I ſhall be dumb about him; 
© beſides, I can. give you ſuch unan- 
ſwerable reaſons for ſecrecy, that you 
* will, I dare ſay, be of my opinion 
„ hen you have heard them.“ 
I ü was not much in humour to lien. 
to his intelligence, being diſturbed by 


C4 - Gertrude's. 


vifited her, and whoſe name was Bently, 
enough to Iook higher, had been fort: 
thought worthy of his addreſſes to 


found quite ſuitable to her rank in life, 
as ſhe had actually made him believe 
that a rich uncle was hourly expected 
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Gertrude's diſquietudes; but when I | 
found he would not leave me, I aſſured | 
him I would not in the leaſt interfere 
between him and Miſs Coker : he tben 
informed me that the young feliow who s 


was a ſhoe- maker in Cranbourn Alley; © 
that he was a very induſtrious man in 
his buſineſs; but being ambitious 7 


{ome time ſetting up for a fortune; that 
having made ſeveral unſucceſsful efforts 
to perſuade any woman whom he 


* 


liſten to him, he was ſtruck at Foote's 
with Sukey's perſon, and ſtill more 
with the airs ſhe gave herſelf, which he 


from Madraſs. Now,” continued 
Saville, if this poor wrong-headed 
romantic Criſpin had not taken it into 

. Tk his 
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1 e his head to paſs in his turn for a man 
„ « of fortune, I would, with pleaſure, 

„ ſave him from ſuch a ruinous alli- 
* ance, though the old woman would, 
4 know, be ready to cut my throat 
B for my pains; but as he has attempt- 
ed to deceive, een let him be de- 
> < ceived : the girl will get a huſband; 
C and, if the has any decency in her, 

7 * may live in a more honeſt and com- 
F « fortable ſtation than ſhe was born to.” 
JF I could not help ſmiling at Saville's 
idea of retaliation, by bringing theſe 
1 poor people together; but promiſed not 
to occaſion any interruption to their 
2X proceedings. I aſked him, however, 
6 4 how this ſcheme could be forwarded on 
the young fellow's fide, and whether 
Mrs. Coker and her daughter did not 
make ſome enquiries about him. 


A 6 8 have made a few,“ replied 

; 1 but only at a houſe at which he 

# 570 hints that he was known; a 
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« ating upon the ſame plan, aſſiſted 


* knowing that he ſhould be re- aſſiſted 


* conſummated, if my uncle does not 9 


IR 


train of reflections on the different me- 
thods which people take to rub through 


had, I knew, conſiderable connections. 
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e taylor's in the neighbourhood, who, 


+3 0 


„ him in lying for him luſtily, well 


in a ſimilar manner in the execution 
e of a fimilar deſign. Bently pretends 
to lodge at this taylor's while he is in 
* town, having a fine eſtate in Berk- 
< ſhire, where the nuptials are to be 
« arrive firſt from the Indies; if he 
comes they whirl down to Wales you 


< know.” 
When Saville left me 1 ſell into a 


life; and was waked from my reverie 
by the entrance of Mr. Aſhurſt, who 
acquainted me with the failure of a 
houſe at Amſterdam, with which he 


J was exceedingly ſhocked at this 


diſa greeable news on nn $ ac- - = 
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count. I never imagined, indeed, that 
her father would fave any thing for 
her; yet the certainty of ſuch a girl's 
being left without a fortune, and with- 
out a friend capable, at leaſt, of 
aſſiſting her to ſtruggle through the 
world, gave me the moſt poignant 
uneaſineſs. | 


Il faid but little to Mr. Afſhurk, wha Fa 
"X walked up and down the room in the: 
4 4 greateſt agitation. 
Turning at laſt haſtily to me, © Free- 
1 I land,“ ſaid he, you can fave me. 
4, fir? would I could!“ erben 
1; be aſſured that if it was in my 
power I. would immediately,” 
It is in. your power, in yours 
alone,“ replied he, interrupting me, © to 
XZ © fave me; and by ſo doing to repay 
XX © yourſelf, You have ſo much influ- 
Xx © ence over my daughter that you can 
H perſuade her to any thing. If ſhe can 
bot be prevailed on to marry Dawley, 
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* he will, I know, gladly lay n 
L any ſum to be poſſeſſed of her; and 
_* then I ſhall be able not only to diſ- 
* charge my debt to you, but to make 
up my affairs immediately.“ 

I was inexpreſſibly affected at hear- 
ing ſuch a propoſal; but had preſence 
of mind, however, ſufficient to ſay, 
„The moſt flattering proſpects, fir, 
the moſt advantageous ones to my- 
4 ſelf, ſhall never make me endeavour 
eto prevail on Miſs Aſhurſt to do an 
<« unjuſt action, by marrying a man 
« whom ſhe cannot love. I want not 
<« to be repaid : nay, I will advance, 
ee chearfully advance, the ſmall re- 


% mainder of my fortune to ſave your 


« daughter from an union which will 
render her future life ſupremely 
. wretched.” 

« You think, then, that ſhe would be 
« guilty of an unjuſtifiable action by 
_ ' marrying a man every way formed to 
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My FREELAND 3X 
% make her happy, in order to ſave her 
« father from deſtruction ? Do not her 
<< prepoſſeſſions in your favour tend to 
*© promote the ruin of us both?“ 
Heaven forbid,” cried I, that 1 
| *© thould ever bring ruin upon the 
Z © woman whoſe happineſs I would 
freely purchaſe with my life.” | 

: But you know, Charles,” ſaid he, 
1 «© you cannot make her happy: if the is 
E 1 therefore the good girl I would ſtill 
XZ <« willingly believe her to be, ſhe will 
4 vd no longer figh after impoſſibilities, 
bbut conſent to marry Dawley.” 

I made no reply: ſtruck with horror 
at the diſtreſs into which I ſaw the dar- 
2 ling of my heart, the moſt amiable 
8 | creature in the world going to be plung- 

ed; I could not ſpeak: to my great 
ſurprize I kept my temper. I never 
imagined, indeed, that ſhe would liſten 
to ſuch a propoſal, though 1 knew how 
; exalted her ſentiments were with regard 
= to 


— 
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do filial Wen ſentiments Which I had 


myſelf contributed to inſtill into her 


growing mind: but I dreaded the fatal 
event which would occaſion fo cruel a. 
conflict in her tender boſom, I confeſs 


too that I doubted (poſſibly f from a vain 


| hope of preſerving. her for myſelf, an 


hope which I ventured not, however, to 


encourage) at that moment whether a. 
daughter was-not more criminal by con- 


fenting, than by refuſing to proftitute 


herſelf to ſave her father. 
Aſter a little confideration, thereſore, 
I endeavoured to perſuade Mr. Aſhurſt 


to have patience; urging that things 


might poſſibly not be ſo bad as they 


were repreſented to be; and that if he 
would take my remaining five hundred 


and wait, ſomething. might turn UP un- 
expectedly fortunate. 


No, no,” replied he, a nothing will 


« turn up, I am well aſſured, in my 


66 "Ws I have but one card to- play, 
Sand. 
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* and it ſhall be played: I inſiſt upon 
: your not diſſuading my daughter 
e from this match. If the is ſatisfied, 
“you ought to be ſo.” 

* certainly ſhall not diſſuade 15 
“0 fir,” ſaid I, ** but as I cannot believe 
e that ſhe will be ſatisfied with this 
* match, I ſhould be glad to induce you 
« to ſtay a little, and not to hurry your 
child, a child ſo amiable, ſo dutiful, 
into an engagement which may be re- 
* membered with repentance by you 
* both, when too late: conſider only, 


XZ © conſider fir, in how dreadful a fitua- 


ce tion your daughter will be, when tied 
& for life to a man ſo every way unſuit= 
* able to her, Put yourſelf in Miſs 


= *« Aſhurſt's place, how would you feel if 
X © ſo tied to a woman whom you cou Id 
= 66 never love?” 


* Love - pſhaw— nonſenſe, ” cried 


3 he; © this is downright folly, what fig- 


© nifies it whether ſhe loves him or no ? 
& ſhe 
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« the will have every thing this world 
can aſiord to gratify her pride, and 
% may have every thing to gratify her 


e pleaſure if the chuſes it: therefore I 


again infiſt upon your not difſuading 


her. Freeland - leave her to act as the 
< thinks proper: the man, however va- 


e luable in other reſpects, who ſets a 


« child againſt her father, acts in a 


e manner not to be pardoned.” 
With theſe words he left me to reffect, 
with the moſt poignant anguiſh, on the 


miſery to which he was going to doom 


his excellent daughter. 
Saville found me overwhelmed' with 


grief, and 1ncapable of liſtening to any 


thing. He drew from me, however, 
the cauſe of my aflliction, and then, by 
way of comfort, replied, Aſhurſt is 
© both a rogue and a fool, or he would 
never have ſuffered himſelf to be hurt 


by this bankruptcy, which may not, 
W — 
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1 perhaps, after all, be ſo great as he 


eimagines it is. 


« ] have told him ſo,” 3 I; 
* but I cannot make him pay any at- 
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In about a couple of hours Mr, 
Aſhurſt returned to the compting houſe, 
ſaying, © That he had talked with his 
e daughter, and that, if I did nor ſpoil 
„all again, he believed he might de- 
* pend upon her compliance.“ | 

„She is all goodneſs,” ſaid I; but 


will you not, therefore, in confide- 
r ration of this extraordinary ſacrifice, 
which ſhe is ready to make, will 


WS 


you not give her time? Mr. Saville 
* thinks with me that your affairs are 
e not ſo bad as you apprehend them to 
be; and that they will, if you have 
e patience, be eafily accommodated : 
“for heaven's ſake, then, ſir, wait a 
little; and as your child is prepared 
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to offer herſelf a victim to ſave you, 
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** oh ſpare her —ſpare her from the 
* commiſſion of an action which muſt 

* make her in the higheſt degree un- 
happy for the remainder of her life. 


Tou will be concerned yourſelf—— 
* ſurely you will be concerned to ſee 


* her end her days in ſorrow; and will 
* with, when too late, that you had 
** not been ſo precipitate, Heaven, 
who ſees with how much reluctance 
* the agrees to be united to a man for 
* whom ſhe. has no regard, who can- 


© not be eſteemed becauſe he has al- 


ready made a baſe attempt upon her. 
* honour, and now wiſhes to deſtroy her 


„ peace, That Bzine, who ſees that 
& ſhe gives up all hopes of her own hap- 


<. pineſs, in order to ſecure yours, will, if 


you place a fincere truſt in him, and 


* not hurry her to the altar, before 
£ which there cannot poſſibly be a con- 


& currence between her heart and her 


. 


— 
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lips, fave you both; her from the 
<« miſery of paſſing her life in a man- 
«© ner ſo abhorred by her; and you 
from the bitter remembrance of 
having rendered your only daughter 
* ſyperlatively wretched.” 
Here the violence of my emotions 
almoſt deprived me of my ſenſes; I 
ſunk down in a chair, overwhelmed by 
the crowd of reflections which diſturbed 
my mind on Gertrude's account: what 
ſhe actually ſuffered, deeply diſquieted 
me, and I trembled to > think on what 


| ſhe would till endure. 


Mr. Aſhurſt, though reſolved 1 upon 
this cruel expedient for the reparation. 
of his fortune, was not a man deſtitute 
of ſenfibility ; but having always en- 
tertained the very abſurd notion that 
daughters ſhould never be conſulted 
about their inclinations when they were 
to be diſpoſed of in marriage; that they 
* be as happy with one man as ano- 
ther. 
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ther, provided he was neither old nor 
very difagreeable in his perſon; and that 
money would make ample amends ſor 
all deficiencies, had, conſequently, 
no idea of the delicacy of a woman's 
affection; and therefore did not, at the 
time he determined to accelerate this 
marriage, look upon it in the light I. 
did. When he ſaw me, however, in the 
condition above deſcribed, and ſoon 
afterwards heard Sally call aloud, 
Help, help, for Miſs is in fits,” he 
began to be a little ſtaggered, and withed 
that he had not gone ſo far: but yet, 
ſituated as he was, he could not recede. 
He haſtened to Gertrude's aſſiſtance, 
but I was with her before him: rouzed 
by Sally's outcry and information, I 
remained no longer in a lifeleſs condi- 
tion; I flew up fairs like lightning. 
I found her juſt recovering, in an 
eaſy chair, with Sally ſtanding by her. 
As ſoon as ſhe ſaw me, the lifted up 
z 15 her 
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her eyes, and cried, *Oh Mr. Freeland, 
* muſt not, cannot ſee my father 


„ wretched.” . 
I made no reply, I was unable to 


= {peak : I took hold of her hand, preſſed 


it, then let it go, and walked to the 
other end of the room, ſtil] ſilent: no 
words could deſcribe what I felt. 
Mr. Aſhurſt having followed me, was 
not long after me; he went to his 
daughter, fat down by her, begged her 
to be pacified, told her that ſhe would 
be better by and bye; and that when her 
ſtruggle was over, all would be right. 
bhbe returned no anſwer, but directed 


her languid eyes towards me, and then 


towards her father, who ſtood over her 
with looks of real concern for what ſhe 
ſuffered, though he did not imagine, I 
actually believe, her ſufferings to be 
then ſo great as they certainly were. 
Fancying that the ſight of me in- 
creaſed her ſufferings, I left the room, 


| begging 


9 + antes I * 
- % * 


5 begging her to be calm, and to conſi- 
der that as the acted from ſo lauda- 


ble a motive, ſhe had all the reaſon in 
the world to be ſatisfied with herſelf for 


her compliance with her father's wiſhes. 


Heaven knows how keen were the 


pangs I felt on being ſo dreadfully ne- 
ceſſitated to endeavour to make her as 


contented as b with her deter- 


mination. 


When I e to my own apart- 
ment, I threw myſelf acroſs my bed, 
and gave a free vent to the torturing 


anguiſh of my mind. 


Mr. Aſhurſt ſent up to let me know 
that ſupper was ready; but T defired to 
be excuſed for that night: how I f on 
it I cannot deſcribe. 

About eight o'clock Mr.- Aſhurſt, 
who had been to ſee how his daughter 


did, knocked at my door with the 


ſame intention, and expreſſed much 
concern at my diſquiet. You know, 
„Charles, 
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„Charles,“ ſaid he, Gertrude could 
5 not have been yours had not this af- 
fair happened.” 75 
I know it but too well, fir,” ſaid I; 
« if ſhe, however, is happy, I ſhall 
a be ſatisfied : only let me intreat you 


| * not to hurry her; give her time to 


« compoſe ber ruffled ſpirits. But I 
cannot talk upon this ſubject ; I will 
go out of the way, if Io Pleaſe, 
till the affair is all over.“ 

Who muſt look after my buſineſs in 
e the mean time ? cried he; * you 
know I can't depend en Saville's 
2 * giddy head.” 

I made no anſwer, and he ſoon as 
terwards left me. 

When I was 8 alone I began to ac- 
cuſe myſelf of giving way to my grief, 
as it could be of no ſervice either to me 
or to Gertrude; thinking, indeed, that by 
indulging it I might help to keep her 
forrow alive and make her ſtill more 
bitterly 
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1 bitterly lament the ſtep ſhe was about to 


take: nay, Iupbraided myſelf for my 


inconfiſtency. ** What weak creatures 
* are we!” thought J. When Blyth 


* made his addreſſes to this amiable 
„girl, Ieven preſſed her, dear as ſhe 
«© was to my heart, to marry him; 
e though her marriage with him would 
eas certainly have cruſhed my fond 


hopes then, as her marriage with 


« Dawley will deftroy them now: 


but Blyth was a man of honour, and 


« I was aſſured of his doing every thing 


in his power to make her happy: 


and why may not this man ſtudy to 
“ promote her happineſs? He is un- 
&« doubtedly very-much in love with her, 


„or he would not have agreed to pay 


“down a ſum for her; and though he 
% may have leſs delicacy than Blyth, 


c he has, perhaps, more paſſion for her; 


e and will not that paſſion induce him 
OY | 0 
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““ to ſeize every opportunity to pleaſe 


9 her * 


In this manner did 1 e but to 
little purpoſe, to calm my agitated ſpi- 
ritss When we met at breakfaſt, Ger- 
trude's pale and dejected countenance, 
and the heavy weight which ſeemed to 
hang upon her eyelids did not tend to 
make me more eaſy. 
Neither of us ate any thing, dg 
we were both much intreated by Mr. 
 Afſhurſt; who, finding that his intreaties 
were ineffectual, left us and went out. 
Saville, notwithſtanding his vivaci- 
ty, declared that he pitied us extreme- 
ly, from his ſoul; and muttered the 
words © unfeeling dog,” as he followed 
him out of the room. 

When they were both gone I roſe, un- 
certain what to do: whether it was beſt to 
ſtay and comfort her, or remove myſelf. 
I wiſhed to ſay ſomething to her to re- 
concile her, if poſſible, to her fate; 


Ye a; . 
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but I knew not how to begin. She alſo 
ſeemed at a loſs for words to To 


What ſhe felt. 


= While I ſtood between the table and 
the door, not knowing what to do, ſhe, 
with a faint voice and ſtreaming eyes, 


ſaid, ** I could not act otherwiſe, Mr. 
% Freeland : my father,” continued ſhe, 
with interrupted accents, ** begged 
e me, conjured me, to ſave him from 


* ſhame and ruin, I could not be deaf 


** to his diftreſsful ſupplications ; 1 
ce could not ſee the ſorrow which wrung 
& his ſoul unmoved: had he not ſpoken 
with the moſt trying tenderneſs to 
tc me, I ſhould have been ſtill able to 


4 have reſiſted him: had he offered to 


&« force me to marry a man againſt my 
& conſent I would have oppoſed him 
* with all my might; but when a fa- 


ther humiliates himſelf fo far as to 


5 ſue to his child for his peace and ſe- 
#* curity, un day, affection, all 
6 plead 


Mr. FR E ELA ND. 51 
* plead ſtrongly for him; my heart 
melted, and —“ 

She ſtopped here, quite n 
ed by her tender griefs; and I am not 
aſhamed to ſay that my tears flowed as 
faſt as hers for a conſiderable time: re- 
collecting, at length, however, that by 
accompanying her ſorrow I only kept 
it alive, I made a violent effort to ſup- 
preſs my feelings, and with the greateſt 
difficulty ſtifled them. I was forced 
to riſe up and ſit down two or three 


times before I could conquer my emo- 


tions ſo as to render myſelf intelligible. 
* You cannot conceive, Mr. Free- 
« land,” ſaid ſhe, with what reluc- 
« tance I, at laſt, conſented : though I 
* reproach myſelf for having been fo 
* Joth to comply with a requeſt ſo de- 
* licately urged, eſpecially as my fa- 
6e ther's happineſs depended upon my 
compliance in his embarrafled cir- 
** cumſtances. Beſides, had I abſfo- 
D2 * lutely 
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lutely refuſed, I ſhould have entirely 
prevented him from diſcharging his 
60 obligations to you.” | | | 
This ſpeech gave me an opportunity 
to recover myſelf, and I eagerly replied, 
If you knew my heart, my dear Miſs 
* Aſhurſt, which throbs only for your 
* happineſs, you would be convinced 
that all apologies upon this ſubject 
d are. totally unneceſſary. Be aſſured 
that I cannot diſapprove of your de- 
« termination, whatever reſults from it, 
as you have been entirely: actuated by 
* filial affection, May the almighty 
&* protect you upon every occaſion, and 
keep every kind of unhappineſs from 
* you: yet I ſhould be truly grieved 
© to think that any regard to me had 
<* prompted you to conſent, to what is 
not attended with the concurrence of 
“ your heart: for J would as freely lay 
„ down my life as my fortune to pro- 
-« cure your felicity. Had heaven 


5 bleſt 
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ON bleſt me with a fortune, this ſevere 
trial of yours had not happened: 

% however, we muſt not murmur at the 
« diſpenſations of providence ; we can- 
not, indeed, help. feeling our diſtreſ- 
« ſes; but we muſt ſtrive to ſupport 
„ ourſelves under them, with the con- 
ſciouſneſs of having done our duty to 


(the utmoſt of our abilities. That, my 


dear Miſs Aſhurſt, will be a certain 
e conſolation to us: and that is fre- 
* quently the only one which we are 
* permitted to enjoy in this world: 
put let us alſo conſider it as a bleſſing 
* of no {mall value, as it will, we have 
e reaſon to believe, enſure us W 
e in a future ftate.” 

While I ſpoke—T a how op 
was capable of ſaying ſo much—her 
grief abated, and a melancholy languor 
was diffuſed over her countenance. She 
wiped her eyes, and lifted them up to 
me with an inexpreſſible ſweetneſs, ** I 
=—_—_ thank 
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e thank you, Mr. Freeland,” ſaid ſhe, 
] thank you for this kind conſola- 
<* tion: it has done me good. I ſhall 
* never forget what you have faid: 
*« T ſhall always remember the excellent 
© leflons you alone have taught me; and 
* which are my only ſupports at pre- 
< ſent : but while I reflect, with infi- 
** nite gratitude, on my obligations, I 
* cannot forget the perſon to whom I 
< am ſo deeply indebted : and the re- 
* collection of my having been thought 
% worthy of the care of the beſt of 
* men will ever keep me mindful of 
6. * my duty; ſince, by a ſtrict obſervance _ 

[gi | e of his precepts, and by the fervency 
| of my prayers for his perpetual wel- 
fare, 1 can now only repay them.” 
Here the different ſenſations rolling 
in her dear gentle boſom grew too 
powerful; and while ſhe praiſed and 
thanked me for having endeayoured to 

; inſpire her with fortitude and reſigna- 
| - tion, 
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tion, her exquiſite ſenſibility convinced 
her how difficult it is to conquer a fa- 
vourite paſſion when that paſſion re- 
volts againſt duty : fearful, therefore, 
of being more tortured by farther ſtrug- 
gles the ruſhed out of the room cover- 
ing her face with her handkerchief ; 
but her ſobs ſufficiently diſcovered the 


wretchedneſs which ſhe withed to con 


ceal from me. 

I remained rooted to the floor quite 
| loft in thought, full of the moſt melan- 
choly reflections; and as little able, in 
thoſe moments, to make uſe of my rea- 
fon as the amiable unhappy ſufferer 
who had juſt quitted me: and I know not 
how long I might have remained there, 
had not the ſervant uſhered in Sir 
Thomas Blyth, who accoſted me with 
his uſual good nature. 

When the firſt complimenty between 
us were over, I recovered myſelf enough 
to thank him for his friendly call: © I 
- ws me 
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e ſhould, indeed, have waited on you, 
„ Sir Thomas, on the late change in 
« your ſituation,” ſaid I, adding with a 
ſigh which I could not reſtrain, * but I 
have been otherwiſe employed.” 
A am obliged to you, dear Free- 
< land,” replied he, for thinking of 
me; but J was ſo truly concerned for 
the loſs of my father, which came un- 
c expectedly on me, as he was not long 
« j1], that I went out of town immedi- 
< ately after the funeral, not only to 
<* avoid. every thing that might renew 
* my affliction, but to ſeek in the con- 
e verſation of Miſs Manners, and of her 
« father, that comfort which I deſpaired 
** of meeting with in any other com- 
* pany. Jo my extreme ſurprize, 
e however, I was Sir Thomas'd by the 
+ worthy rector, and received by his 
e daughter with a reſpectful reſerve, to- 
te tally different from that modeſt fami- 
ye e with which ſhe before treated 
6 me: 
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« me: her diſtance and reſerve ſeryed | 
« to increaſe my dejection to ſuch a 
« degree that ſhe, at length, ſeemed to 
« be affected by it herſelf; and without 
« leſſening in the leaſt her deference to 
me, ſtrove, by numberleſs little atten- 
e tions, to remove my melancholy and 
te to raiſe chearful ideas in my mind, 
Her moſt obliging aſſiduity had the 
« defired effect; I recovered my ſpirits, 
ec and J alſo. felt the livelieſt eſteem for 
« the amiable creature who intereſted © 
« herſelf ſo earneſtly in my happineſs : 
ee and as I had before been ſenſible of 
e {tjll ſofter emotions for her, this be- 
© haviour greatly increaſed them, and 
« urged me to ſeize a thouſand tender, 
yet innocent freedoms, when I found 
© an opportunity ; but I was always re- 
« pulſed, though I aſſure you that I 
made no attempt which could juſtly 
*© offend the moſt ſcrupulous modeſty : 
Las it was ever my opinion that a 
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e ſtriftly virtuous woman cannot de- 
* cently receive the addreſſes of any 


* man, however deſirable, after he has 


„ taken improper liberties with her 
yet did not Miſs Manners's oppoſi- 
<« tion to my tenderneſs appear to ariſe 
from any diſlike or averſion: the de- 


* licacy of her carriage therefore made 


« her ſtill more charming in my eyes; 
“I could not help being ſorry however 
that ſhe had diſcovered my ſitu- 
« ation in life, before I had acquainted 


e her with my ſentiments, 


„While I was wiſhing to try the 
« force of her inclination for me, and 


conſidering how I ſhould conduct my 
* deſign in the moſt eligible manner, 
* ſhe became uncommonly ſerious : an 


“ unuſual languor, overſpread her face, 


and ſhe, I thought, ſtudied to avoid 
eme, when ſhe could do o without 
2 affetation, 


3 At 
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e firſt I took no other notice of 
4 her altered behaviour, than by de- 
« firing her to fit with me, by 
* aſking her to walk with me in the 
*« garden or elſewhere. 

One day ſhe abſolutely refuſed togo 


« with me, and when I repeated 


« my requeſt, made ſo many trifling 


c excuſes, that I was determined to 
* ſee how far ſhe would carry the 
« reſiſting humour: I ſeized both her 
hands, therefore — no body was near 
us and told her, that I would take 
no more denials. She turned away 
« her face, yet ſeemed willing, I 
„ thought, to oblige me at the ſame 
*« time, that ſhe endeavoured to get 
« from me; I held her faſt, however, 
0 and aſked her what I had done to her- 


= © to make her ſo capricious. Why 


b are you ſo particulary averſe to a 
© walk with me to day ? continued I. 
D 6 5 
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c She looked extberratied. and ſtrove 


* again to break from me: finding all 


<« her efforts unſucceſsful, ſhe burſt into 


tears. 
% You cannot imagine, Freeland, 
„ how much her tears moved me: I 


„ quitted her inſtantly : was aſhamed. 


„of having detained her againſt her 
« will, She was going to leave the 
* room in diſorder: I caught her by 
* the gown, and begged her to pardon 
* me, for having undeſignedly ren- 
t dered her uneaſy, in language, fo 


© ſtrongly expreſſive of the fincerefl 


& repentance, that ſhe turned haſtily to- 


* wards me, and with a look of infinite 


© complacency, cried, Pardon! Sir 
&© Thomas! ſurely you have never 
« done any thing to offend me. 

* WI. then, theſe tears? ſaid J. 


4 again preſſing her hands in mine: ſit 


<«<-down, Miſs Manners; and if you are 


* not actually angry with me, if you 
believe 
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0 believe me to be, as I really am, the 
« ſincereſt of your friends, you will tell 
* me the cauſe of your preſent diſquiet. 
| She made no anſwer, ſhe only 

« fetched a deep ſigh; while the tears 
| & ſtill rolled down her lovely face. 
I threw my arm round her, claſped 

« her cloſe to my boſom, and tenderly 
* ſaid, Will you not acquaint me with 
« the cauſe of this diſcompoſure? I 
« muſt then conclude that you are 
« diſpleaſed with me: or that you think 
e me unworthy of your confidence. 

e You do me wrong by theſe conclu- 
ce flons, faid ſhe, but I muſt not, 
continued ſhe, after ſome hefitation, 
while her face glowed with bluſhes, 
« liſten to you. The difference be- 
c tween us is ſo great— girls in my 
humble ſtation ought only to converſe 

with their equals: whenever men of 
L ſuperior rank take notice of them, 
A that notice too ry proves fatal 
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ce to their peace as well as to their repu- 


tation. 
El hope my dear Miſs Manners,” 


« ſaid I, you do not include me among 


e thoſe men: nor think that I either 
* would injure the character or deſtroy 
the tranquility of the woman, whom 
« T fo highly, for ſo many reaſons, eſ- 
ce teem : I would not intentionally, I 
tam ſure I would not, give the ſlighteſt 
80 pain to any woman: and the anxiety. 
ce which TI now feel at your uneaſineſs, 
e ought to aſſure you that you of all 
« your ſex but I muſt certainly have 
« done ſomething, though involunta- 
« rily, to fill you with ſuch apprehen- a 
«© fjons concerning me, to make you 


« afraid of me. 
„ Well then, replied ſhe, with A. 


40 bluſhing ſmile, as if willing to hide 


& her emotions, which hers ever in- 
& creaſed under the maſk of a chearful 


8 countenance, I am afraid of you, L 
gon Confels: . 
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* confeſs; therefore do leave me, leave 
«* me to myſelf. 
Nou ſhall be inftantly obeyed, FATTY 
l riſing, whatever it coſts me; only dome 
« one favour before I go: tell me why 
« you are fo terrified on my account; 
de tell me why, after having, on our 
« firſt acquaintance, received me with 
« ſo much complacency and apparent 
« ſatisfaction, you now are ſo eager to 
« cet rid of me. There muſt be ſome 
« reaſon for this cruel alteration in 
| 10 your behaviour to me; and if you 
« do not acquaint me . it I ſhall cer- 
6 tainly imagine that I have entirely 
e Joſt the good opinion which you once, 
e flattered myſelf, entertained of 
% Me, | 
«© She was ſilent a confiderable time; 
* but did not withdraw her hand which 
] had again taken. 
Be”. Without lifting up her eyes from 
6 the ground, the ſaid, You have not loſt 
66 «it; ; 
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« jt; but your ſituation is altered. 
When you was here before, Ibelieved 
« you to be my equal, and 
“She ſtopped, and ſeemed confuſed. 
% But now, Sir Thomas, continued 
„ ſhe, with a heavy ſigh, there is ſuch 
an immenſe differencè between us, 
„ fthat—I cannot talk any more upon. 
this ſubject pray don't aſk me? 

<« ] muſt aſk you, replied I eagerly, 
« ] muſt aſk you why the change in my 
* circumſtances affects you, as my be- 
& haviour remains unaltered. If I 
< efteem you as much as wr why 
« ſhould you with to avoid me? 

A ſecond ſigh was Her only reply. 

« You really then would have been 
& more pleaſed had I been the perſon. 
4] firſt appeared to you to be? 

« A thouſand times, anſwered —_ 
« briſkly. 

And yet, Miſs Manners ſaid . 


6.6. well 
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ce well do I remember that you wilhed 
s me, at our laſt parting, to be the hap- 
is pieſt of men. 

% Ah, cried ſhe, haftily, and ſo I 

edo ſtill; and you are happy I hope. 

8 8 oaly confined to 
“rank and fortune? certainly not, re- 
« plied I; the former is, in my eſtima- 
„ quite unneceſſary; but the lat- 
« ter is, in -a moderate degree, very 
« defirable ; becauſe we cannot, with- 
l cout a decent competency, enjoy life; 
nor, to heighten the enjoy ment of 
life, confer happineſs on thoſe who 
* areentitled to the greateſt ſhare of our 


| © regard: and I am ſo far happy in 


* the poſſeſſion of a good fortune, as I 

e flatter myſelf that I ſhall make the 
woman whom I love ſo, by raifing 
* her to the rank in life in which ſhe fo 
** well merits to be placed; becauſe ſhe 


is wiſe enough to be perfectly con- 


** tented in a leſs exalted one: and you 
Fe will urely agree with me, that the wo- 
« © man 
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* man who loved me e the his 


< how eaſy my circumſtances were, 


<< beſt deſerves to partake of the agree- 
able indulgencies arifing from thoſe 
© circumſtances. 

She changed colour ſeveral times 
&* while I was ſpeaking : as ſhe made 


** no anſwer, I again aſked her if ſhe 


** was not of my opinion. 
* An affirmative, pronounced in a 


voice ſcarcely to be heard, was the 


only word I could obtain. 5 
* have been long in ſearch * a 

* conſtant companion, ſaid I. I al- 

& ways intended to marry z but I ſhall 


be ſorry to marry a woman who 


* chooſes me only for my title and for- 
* tune. I have the higheſt reliſh. for 


c domeſtic happineſs, but without mu- 


** tual affection, independent of all in- 


* tereſted views, it can never be in- 


ry _ how indeed, with ſuch views, 
can it be expected? In you, my 
amiable 
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* amiable Miſs Manners, I have, I 
* flatter myſelf, found the bleſſing 1 
< have ſo long ſighed for: at leaſt your 
* whole behaviour has given me leave 
ce to hope that I am not deceived, but if 


you will not confirm my conjectures 
with your lips, how ſhall I be certain 


« that my eyes have not been miſtaken. 


If they really have been miſtaken, I 
6e ſhall be ſufficiently puniſhed for my 
* vanity, by lofing what I firmly be- 
* lieved would fix the felicity of my 
ee future life. 
„ knew not whether 1 ſhould have 
« ceaſed ſpeaking here, though I impa- 
10 tiently waited for her anſwer, had I 
* not ſeen her turn as pale as death, and 
fink back into her chair without 
* ſenſe or motion. 
vas exceflively alarmed at the 
< ſight: I could not tell whether her 
40 affecting ſituation was occaſioned by 
. 9 or * pain. I wiſhed, how- 
ll 
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* ever, to reſtore her to motion and to 
* ſenſe, with my own aſſiduities alone, 
_ © becauſe I hoped to be better able to 
_ * diſcover her real. ſentiments with 
regard to me. 

<< took her hands in mine and preſ- 
« ſed them ardently to my lips: ſhe 
<* {oon recovered herſenſes; and, ſeeing 
e me hanging over her with looks of 
the ſincereſt anxiety, cried, Is it really 
* ſo, Sir Thomas? or— added ſhe, 
ein a fainter voice, do I dream? was 
you actually in earneft? can you 
* think of marrying a girl with nothing 
but the trueſt, the tendereſt efleem 
e for your uncommon merit? this is 

<« ſuch an unlooked for happineſs— it 
has almoſt overpowered me. But do 

„not imagine, continued ſhe, in the 
&« ſofteſt accents, do not imagine that 
« your rank or fortune made a conqueſt 
of my heart: it was yours, and only 


& * yours before I knew that you were 
£6 Sir 
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« Sir William Blyth's ſon ; and I with- 


« ed a thouſand times, during your. 


« firſt ſtay at our houſe, that J had been 


% capable of ſhewing my diſintereſted 


* prepoſſeſſion in your favour. 
«© Nothing more was neceſſary, con- 


< tinued Mr. Blyth, to convince me - 


< of theſincerity of my dear girl's affec- 
<« tion, which, before we parted, I pre- 
ce yailed on her to diſcover in its full 
„force; ſhe honeſty confeſſed that ſhe 
« was wretched as ſoon as her father had 
© been accidentally acquainted with my 
C connections, becauſe ſhe feared that 
* ſhe ſhould never ſee me again; and 
<« that ſhe felt numberleſs apprehenſions 
„hen I returned, left the ſhould not 
be able to conceal her feelings in my 
* behalf: not daring, then, to indulge 
< them, as ſhe never could imagine that 
<« I would marry a woman with no for- 


d tune, and my inferior alſo in point of 


birth. My concern for the death of 
OO * 
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60 your father, added the, joined to the 
« pity I felt for your own afflition, 
e increaſed my tenderneſs ſo much, that 
<« did not care to truſt myſelt alone 
“with you, eſpecially when you ſhew- 
ce ed an unuſual fondneſs for me. 
The worthy rector found us in this 
ce e converſation, and looked ra- 
ther aſtoniſhed at his coming up, to 
< ſee his daughter make no reſiſtance to 
e my endearments : as ſoon as the ſaw 
 « him, ſhe immediately began with 
© bluſhes, to frame apologies ; but I 
66 ſtopped her mouth with kiſſes. I 
« 2ſked her father's conſent to make 
« her mine for ever: he gave it me 
«with the trueſt joy: expreſſing, at the 
<« ſame time, a grateful ſenſe of the ho- 
c nour I did him as well as his daugh- 
cc ter: but telling her, with a ſmile, that 
« he found ſhe had not . for his 
et approbation. 
F n, my dear fir, faid the ſweet 
: TM 125 
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„girl, Sir Thomas knows that I did 


% not conſent till I was certain you 
« could not diſapprove of my conduct. 

“ Her father, then, embracing her, 
„called her his dear child, and aſſured 
me, very politely, that his good opi- 


nion of her was heightened by her 
having behaved herſelf in ſuch a 


* manner as to make ſo conſiderable a 
* conqueſt. 


I am now come to town, conclu- 


« ded Sir Thomas, to give directions 
about ſettlements, &c. and with, 


« my dear Freeland, that I could 


4 ſee you as near being happy with the 


« amiable Miſs Aſhurſt.“ a 

A deep fetched ſigh partly diſcovered 
the anguiſh of my heart, and prepared 
him for my relation of Gertrude's diſ- 


treſs. He declared the ſincereſt con- 
cern at it, aſſuring me that he would 


have choſen a happier hour for his own 
narrative if he had known what had 
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paſſed during his abſence from town. 
I in my turn aſſured him, that though I 
never could expect felicity myſelf, I 
ſhould always hear of his happineſs 
with the moſt unfeigned ſatisfaction. 
Sir Thomas's little detail of his affairs 
at the parſonage, was indeed of ſome 
ſervice to me; for though nothing 
could remove my grief, that detail ſerved 
to ſtun it for a while. When I return- 
ed to my own reflections, I felt myſelf 
more calm though not leſs affected, as 
Poor Gertrude had but one day left to 
prepare herſelf for the admiſſion of Mr, 
Dawley as a lover, he being in haſte to 
claim Mr. Aſhurſt's promiſe, _ | 
The next morning, upon his paying 
down the ſum agreed on, Mr. Aſhurſt 
called him into the parlour to Gertrude: 
I knew not how ſhe received him : I 
did not wiſh to know what reception 
the gave *. 
While 
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While he was trying to make him- 
ſelf beloved by her, Saville very good 
naturedly endeavoured to draw me into 
chat, in order to prevent my thoughts 
from dwelling upon a ſubject, of the 
diſagreeableneſs of which he wanted 
not to be told. 

From that day Dawley's viſits were 
regular; and, from what I could not 
help hearing, he behaved with pro- 
priety. I ſtudiouſly avoided him, and 

ſhunned, as much as poſſible, the fight ' 
of Gertrude, As I could not then be 
of any farther ſervice to her, my pre- 
| ſence would have only tended to renew 
both her ſorrow and mine; beſides, the 
extreme dejection into which ſhe was 
plunged, was really too much for me; 
it pained me to the ſoul. I learnt, 
nowever, from Miſs Harvey, who 
was, at her requeſt, frequently with 
_ Vo E | her, 
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Her, that, as ſhe. had promiſed to obey 
her father, ſne was determined to make 
the utmoſt efforts to. obey him chear- 
fully. But, poor, dear girl! ſhe ſtrove 
_ againſt nature to no purpoſe ; happi- 
- neſs had fled from her boſom for ever. 
From one thing only, upon this try- 
ing occaſion, I derived ſome conſola- 
tion; and that was from Miſs. Harvey's 
declared eſteem for her. On my ſay- 
ing how much ſatisfaction I ſhould re- 
ceive by knowing that ſhe had ſo kind a 


friend of her own ſexabout her, Theodoſia Þ| 


aſſured me, that ſhe would do every 
thing in her power to comfort and 
aſſiſt her. It would have been morti- 
fying indeed to have only the ſociety 
of the Cokers: ſhe was jintimate with 
no people but the Harveys. Mrs. 
Harvey had been, for ſome time, ina 


bad ſtate of health; and lad y Frolick 
was 
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| was ſtill abroad: ſo that, had not Miſs 
Harvey ftaid in town, ſhe would have 
found no relief from the impertinence 


of Mrs. Coker and her daughter, who 
ſeemed inclined to be rather trouble- 


ſome, preſuming on their being ac- 


quainted with Mr. Dawley. 
Mr. Aſhurſt began now, I believe, 


to be rather ſorry that things had gone 
ſo far; but the impatience of his tem- 
per would not permit him to defer the 
marriage, though he had hopes of 
making up his affairs without it by 
waiting. He, ſeriouſly, however, 
thought of diſlodging Mrs. Coker; 
and accordingly, told her, that ſhe 


muſt look out for another apartment, 
as he wanted the whole houſe to himſelf, 
She reſolutely replied, That the 
ſhould not quit his houſe till it ſuited 
her, Os 


— 


E 2 : He 
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He then told her, that he knew how 
to make her remove immediately, and 


ſhould take the earlieſt ſteps to avail 
_ himſelf of compulfive meaſures if ſhe 


would not go without. 

As theſe words were delivered in a 
tone which ſufficiently ſhewed him to 
be a man who would not be trifled 
with, ſhe thought it neceſſary to ſoften 


matters, and, therefore, ſaid, © Nay, 


Mr. Afſhurſt, but I beſeech you not 
© to be ſo haſty: I am juſt on the 
point of marrying my daughter, and 


5 it will be the greateſt hindrance ima- 


e pinable to have another lodging to 
< ſeek at ſuch a time: you cannot, 
4e ſurely, Sir, ſuſpect me of having 
& any other deſign than to ſatisfy you 
& for the trouble which affairs of this 


* 


* 


6. You are alſo going to diſpoſe of-a 
daughter: 
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" daughter: Sukey, then, and Miſs 
« Ailurſt may go to church together. 
„ Mr, Dawley, you know, is our 
« friend as well as yours: one enter- 
« tainment and one fuſs, conſequent- 
« ly, will ſerve for both: theſe things 
always make a buſtle in a houſe; 
« but people don't marry every day: 
you and I are ſo far in the ſame ſi- 
% tuation, as we have each of us an 
« only child, and they are both of 
them going to be ſettled with men 
« of fortune: two happy events, I 
think: and as you are, partly, 
1 obliged to me for the knowledge of 
Mr. Dawley, (for miſs, I believe, 
« ſaw him firſt at my rout) why, I 
am of opinion that you ought to 
e have patience : our girls, I warrant, 
« will be glad to be together, till tis 
all over,” 


E. 2 = 8 


. 
; 
. 
4. 
% 
; 
_ 
= 
1” 
1 
vi 
1 
i 
: 
1 
8 
=. 
: 


going to be Mrs, Bently.“ 
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Our girls?” replied he, with a 
look of exquiſite contempt, 6 did not 
* know, Mrs, Coker, that we had any 


* things in common together.” 


** Nay, as to the matter of that,” 


cried ſhe, toſſing up her head, with 


a laughing ſneer, I don't know what 
you mean—Miſs Coker is, to the 


full, as well as Miſs Aſhurſt; and 


„Mr. Bently, as Mr. Dawley: I 
« ſee not the ſmalleſt degree of dif- 
« ference between them.“ 

Mr. Aſhurſt quitted her with a frown, 


which plainly indicated no concurrence 


in their opinions; and I heard him ſay 
to Saville, as he paſſed me, What 
“ does the woman mean by her daugh- 
e ter and Mr. Bently?“ 

„Why, Sir,” replied he, with a 
broad grin, ** the young lady is juſt 


A 


Mr. F REEL AND. 79 
A pſhaw! pronounced peeviſhly by 
him, gave his informer room to ſuſpe&_ 
that his intelligence was not credited. 
He contented himſelf, however, with 
taking no notice of Mrs. Coker ; but, 
by fo behaving, he affronted her pride, 
and would have rouzed her reſentment, 
if her daughter's approaching marriage 
had not engroſſed her thoughts. 
But there was ſtill a difficulty to be 
ſurmounted ; a very formidable one 
toe. 8 bo 
Poor Gertrude, wretched as ſhe was, 
found herſelf obliged to prepare bridal 
finery, though the went about it with 
as little alacrity, as if ſhe had been 
going to make preparations for her 
funeral: the fight, however, of her gay 
ornaments, fired Sukey's boſom with 
| envy, and prompted her mother to em- 
ploy her fertile brain for the acquiſition 
ES aa 
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of fimilar decorations of a leſs * 
| five conſtruction. "IS 
I ſurpriſed Sukey, one day, in the 
compting-houſe, ſtanding before Sa- 
ville, who was lolling back in his 
| chair, with both his hands in his pock- 


ets, ſhaking them at her to convince 


her that they were empty, 


I drew back, not being willing to 


interrupt them, and heard her ſay, 
| *© Pſhaw, how can you be ſuch a 
« fool?” : 


* Nay, there you are quite out, 


* child,” ſaid he, ** fools have for- 
% tune; and my want of money, 
“therefore, is a ſure and certain fign 


* of my having an infinite deal of 


* ant.” 

„ Fora wit,” replied ſhe, © I ne- 
% ver heard a man talk ſo much non- 
„ ſenſe in my life.“ 


« What 


3 


Ma. FREELAND. 87 
« What I now fay, Miſs Sukey, 


ſwered he, may, perhaps,. be deem- | 
e ed nonſenſical by you, becauſe it 


does not happen to fall in with your 
humour: but, upon my ſoul, I do 
© not remember that I ever talked 


o 


* 


c 


La) 


leſs, acted like a fellow of no ſmall 
0 ſagacity, by refufing to comply with 
your | pecuniary demands,” 

„Then you really have ſome mo- 
« ney, you devil you, though you 
« will not let me have any of it?” 

6 Why, that's juſt as you pleaſe to 


* 


fancy: but you may venture to aſ- 
{ure yourſelf, that I have no money 


“for another man's miſtreſs,” 


* 


4 


Miſtreſs!— I am aſtoniſhed at 


* your impudence ! — I ſhall be his 
„wife, fir, in a few days.” = 


more ſenſibly; and I have, doubt- 


| E ; « Amen, 
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© Amen, fay I, cried Saville, 
& and -n bleſs him with you.“ 


% You are the moſt provoking 
* toad,” ſaid miſs, * that ever breath- 
„ ed; but, if you won't, I know who 


e will: I can get any thing from Mr. 


__ *« Dawley.” | 

This laſt ſpeech of hers rouzed me; 
recollecting that the lovely virtuous 
Gertrude was going to be united to a 


man who was diſpoſed to ſhare his 


fortune between her and ſuch drabs, 


I felt ſenfations painful beyond ex- 
preſſion ! — My condition, however, 


was as hopeleſs as it was unhappy. 
In a few days afterwards, Miſs Co- 


ker produced her cloaths, &c. &c. in 


a tawdry, flaunting taſte, which ſhe 


had purchaſed with Dawley's aſſiſtance, 


I imagine, 


Mr, 


bs 


Ms. FREELAND. 8; 
Mr. Aſhurſt, continuing to reſent 
Mrs. Coker's putting her daughter up- 
on a footing with Gertrude, ſhunned 
her: and, as Miſs Aſhurſt ſhut herſelf 
up, as much as poſſible, with Miſs 
Harvey, the could not well force her- 
ſelf into their company: Sukey too was 
exact] y in the ſame predicament z ſo 
that ſhe had nothing to do but to make 
her wedding preparations in her own. 
way. 3 | „„ 
The fatal day now arrived, which 
was to tear Gertrude for ever from me. 
In the morning, Mr. Aſhurſt ap- 
peared with his mind uncommonly agi- 
55 1 * 
I made an excuſe for confining my- 
| ſelf to the compting-houſe for that 
dy. 1 on 
While I was fitting there alone, lean- 
ing my head on my hand, overwhelm- 
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ed with melancholy reflections, Ger- 
trude looked in upon me—ſhe ſeemed 
greatly fluttered. 

Holding out her hand to me, the 
faid, with a wildneſs in her eyes that 
ſhocked me, God bleſs you, Mr. 
“ Freeland—may every kind of hap- 
<« pineſs for ever attend you Tag 

I Rtarted from my ſeat at this unex- 
pected, this dreadful adieu: It almoſt 
ſhook reaſon from her throne. I 
ſnatched the hand which ſhe firetched 
out to me, and I preſſed it to my 
boſom, but—I could not articulate a 
Ao 

She gazed earneſtly at me, while 
her eyes were ſuffuſed with tears, with- 
drew her hand, and ſaid, as the hur- 
ried out of the room; This is too 
© much.“ 
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As ſoon as ſhe was out of fight, 1 
ſunk to the floor. — I know not how 


long I remained in a ſtate of ſtupekac- 


tion. I opened my eyes 15 Saville's 


** ms, 


- 


Supporting me to a chair, he cried, 


1 Nay, prithee, Freeland, try to bear 


« your diſappointment like a man.“ 
Would to heaven!“ ſaid I, that 
“] lived not to feel it.” 
After having given me all neceſſary 
aſſiſtance, he left me to the farther care 


of Sally, who ſtood by me with drops, 


as he was wanted to attend the bride 


and bridegroom, an honour from Which 
I had excuſed myſelf. 
Chuſing to be alone, 1 diſmiſſed the 


frighted girl; praying devoutly, at the 


fametime, that the almighty would puta a 
Tpeedy period to myexiſtence, and crown 


Gertrude with never-ending felicity, 
TT. At 


— 


paſs 


* 
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At length I recovered ſtrength of 


mind ſufficient to enable me to compoſe 


myſelf a little; but I ſcarce knew what 
J faid or did, during t the remainder of 


the day. 


When the ceremony had 1 per- 


| formed, Saville returned home, but Mr. 


Aſhurſt went a day's journey with his 
daughter, who had deſired to go. imme- 


diately out of town. 


The thoughtleſs Saville would have, 
directly, given me an account of the 


wedding, but I was incapable of attend- 
ning to it: ſometimes by ſudden fits of 


frenzical mirth, ſometimes by a deep 


melancholy, Iwas prevented from liſten- 


ing to his narrative : at laſt, however, 


1 grew ſo eager to be informed of every 
particular, that he could not quiet me 


but by relating minutely all that had 


| Thad 


MR. FREELAND. 87 

I had ſeen the lovely victim myſelf, 
from the window, arrayed in ſpotleſs 
white, the emblem of her innocence, 
pale and trembling led to the ſacrifice. 
| « When ſhe entered the church,” 
' faid Saville, © ſhe ſhook to ſuch a de- 
e oree that they were obliged to have 
ci recourſe to eau-de-luce ſalts, &c. to 
keep her from fainting: yet ſhe 
ce ſtrove to ſmile and appear fatisfied 
with what ſhe was about to do. But, 
 & when it was over, when the plighted 
« yows could not be recalled, ſhe turned 
* wildly round, and enquired aloud for 
« her father, though he had juſt given 
« her away for ever. My dear, dear 
father, ſaid the, clinging about his 
neck, are you now pleaſed with 
« your Gertrude? Yes, my dear child, 
„ replied he, returning her embrace 
wich tears, which her atlactiog beha- 
L viour 
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&« viour drew from him, Who could be 
« diflatisfied with ſuch a daughter? may 
heaven bleſs thee my child. A flood 
« of tears from her followed this f peech, | 
and the with the greateſt difficulty 
* compoſed herfelf though her huſband 
lere I ſighed as if myheart was burſt- 
ing“ ſtrove by a number of little ca- 
< refſes to render her ſuſceptible of love 
* and joy: : but he exerted himſelf in 
9 85 C vain ; at laſt he put her into a coach, 
« and they drove off.” 

% Poor dear, dear girl —1 could pro- 5 
nounce no other words: nor can 1 
well give zu account of my ſubſe- 
quent thoughts: my brain was in a 
troubled ſtate, my ideas were all in 
confuſion: I ſpent the night in per- 


turbation; my flumbers were ſhort, 
and albert interrupted, and I frequent- 


I y ſtarted out of * dreams. 
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80 unrefreſhed, indeed, was I when I 
aroſe inthe morning, that I could hardly, 
at the uſuai hour of bulineſs, attend to 
any thing. | | 

Mr. Aſhurſt, whom I bad. not ſeen 
the preceding evening, came into the 
compting houſe with a gloom upon his 
face; yet was there mixed with it a 
kind of concern which I had never be- ; 
fore obſerved in it, He diſcovered an 
extreme ſolicitude about me, though I - 
ſtrove to force myſelf to buſineſs, and 
gave him no reaſon to think that my 
inactivity aroſe from any thing but a 
temporary dejection, which I could not 
conquer. 

He once or twice attempted to 
ſpeak of the proceedings of the foregoing 
day; but the words died on his tongue, 
ere he could make what I wiſhed not to 
hear intelligible, 


Serin 
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Saville, in the mean time, with his 
uſual good nature, ftrove by his lively 
chat to turn my nn into another 
channel. 

We had alſo much buſineſs to tranſact, : 
* it was in a few days increaſed by 


the unexpected news of the arrival of 


one of Mr. Aſhurſt's ſhip, ſuppoſed to 


have been loſt, The ſame ſhip brought 


him advice of the death of a diftant re. 
lation at Liſbon, who had left him five 


We were all in the compting-houſe 


together, when this news arrived. 


He changed colour : laid down the 
letter, and cried ſoftly, Oh my child!” 
then turning to me, Freeland,” conti- 
nued he, would I had taken your ad- 


| 8 vice, would I had not been ſo preci- A 


1 * N. 


1 made 


Ms. FREELAND. 


I made no anſwer. I could not re- 
proach a man, who, I ſaw plainly, felt 
the keeneſt ſtings of remorſe torturing 

his breaſt, 

He left us: when he was gone, Saville 
faid, Ay now you feel, do you? it is 
come home to you at laſt,” 

He not ſo ſevere Saville,” replied I, 
* nor wiſh to make any addition to the 
„ greateſt of all human miſeries, the 
* conſciouſneſs of having brought « our 
miſeries on ourſelves.” : 
Why now, can you be ſuch a 
t ſtoic,” cried he, as not to be plea- 
ee ſed to ſee this man puniſhed for his 
« cruelty, in over-perſuading ſo amiable 
* agirlas Gertrude, to marry in oppo- 
** ſition to her inclination, only to put 
* a little money into his pocket, to 
* ſupply his extravagances? when you 
are diſtractedly in love with her at 
* the lame | time too!“ 
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*< I have. then, the more reaſon to be 
2 © pleaſed,” aid I, “ that any good for- 
* tune has happened co her family : as 
« to Mr. Aſhurſt, he already, if I am 
© not greatly miſtaken, ſincerely re- 
ek pents of what he has done, and I 

© ſhould exceed him in cruelty were [ 
© capable of rejoicing in his diftreſs, 
« Beſides, is he not the father of the 
% moſt excellent of women? can I with 
to ſee any perfon related to her 
ce wretched ?” . 

« Well, I believe you are right,“ re- 
plied he, but I know if he had ſerved 
eme ſo, I ſhould have been ftrongly 
e tempted to have him run through the 
body on that ſame day.” 

Soon after the above dialogue be- 
tween us, I received the following let- 
ter by the penny poſt. As the addreſs 
was in a hand with which I was quite 

un- 


ä enacquainted, and as 1 had very few 


correſpondents, I firſt caſt my eye at 


the bottom, and with ſurprize ſaw the 


name of a perſon whom I knew to be 
at that time with Gertrude. The con- 


tents were ſtill more aſtoniſhing, 


To Mr. Freeland. 


« You will, I imagine fir, be not a lit- 
tle ſurprized at receiving a letter from 
me, and J am not leſs ſo at myſelf when 
I conſider how much I lay myſelf open 

to cenſure by ſuch a proceeding. Were 
| 1 to addreſs any other man in the world, 
| 1 ſhould believe that I really deſerved 
| reproof; but from Mr. F reeland's ex- 


cellent and uncommon way of thinking, 
I am encouraged to take this irregular - 


ſtep, being well aſſured that ſhould he 
diſapprove of it, he will be candid 
ough to impute it to the impreſſion 
which 


Ms. FREELAND. 3 
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| which his extraordinary virtues have 
made on me, and not to the momentary 
flight of a capricious diſpofition. If 
your amiable diffidence, which renders 
you blind to your own merit, would ſuf. 
fer you to be conſcious of thoſe attrac- 
tions which cannot be overlooked by 
any woman, you would immediately 
pardon the liberty, I had almoſt ſaid 
preſumptuous liberty, I have taken with 


| „ in offering you what is not, I am_ 


ſenſible, adequate to your intrinſic 
worth, my fortune and my hand. 
I have long eſteemed you, Mr. Free- 

land; long preferred you to every man 

whom I have yet met wich: but as I was 


no ſtranger to your inclination for Mrs. 


Dawley, I dared not to diſcover my eſ- 


teem for you, in the particular man- 


ner Ido at preſent, till I knew that you 
could not, poſſibly, be happily united 


to 


mr” ©, K 8 ©, tas 
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to her, for ſeveral reaſons too obvious to 
be mentioned. 

66 Lam not to be told that your heart is, 
at preſent, too. warmly attached to that 
amiable woman to think of any other 
ſo immediately after her marriage; but 
time will, I doubt not, reconcile you to 

| what is irremediable, and convince you 
that no body is more lincerely your 


| friend than 
Theodoſia Harvey.” 


66 p. S. Tam ſtill at Mr. Dawley's in 
Hampſhire, where I ſhall expect an an- 
| ſwer, but beg you would convey it ſeal- 
ed up to my mother, who will ſend it 
to me, incloſed in a packet which Mr, 
Dawley's ſervant is to bring down in a 
day or two: the ſame perſon carried 
this in the ſame manner to town, 1 
don't chuſe to truft the poſt, though 1 
Know Lcan depend upon your honour,” - 
I read 
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I read this letter over twice before 
could tell whether I was awake or not, 
at firſt was induced to think that the 
latecommotion in my mind had diſturb- 
ed my intellects: but at length I found 
that there was no room to queilion the 
reality of what lay before me. The 
point was how to anſwer the lady's epiſ- 
tle without wounding her delicacy; 
and how to return an abſolute refuſal in 
the leaſt offenſive manner: my head and 
my heart were both in a very unquiet 
_ ſituation; however, as no delay was al- 
lowed, I found myſelf under a neceſſity 
of being expeditious, and therefore pen- : 
ned the following reply. 

To Miſs Harvey. 

66] am fo confounded, madam, at re- 
ceiving ſo unexpected fo unmerited a 
letter from you, that I am quite ata loſs 


to ee my ſenſe of the honour you 
have 
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have done me by it: but J am at the 
fame time neceſſitated, in conſequence 

of a firm reſolution, to ac always with 
the ſtricteſt integrity, to refuſe a favour 
which would render many men com- 
pletely happy. -< 
As this refuſal, however rude an1 
harſh it may ſeem, ariſes entirely from 5 
my conſciouſneſs of never being able to 
deſerve ſo generous a condeſcenſion 
from you it will, I hope, meet with 
your pardon ; eſpecially when J aſſure 
you, that I ſhall ever remember with 
gratitude the ſeveral paſſages in your 
letter highly flattering to the vanity of, 
Your moſt obliged 
humble ſervant, 
CHARLES FREELAND?” 
I ſealed this and carried it, as directed, 
to Mrs. Harvey, who received me with 


You. it. 5 n great 
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great civility, told me ſhe would take 


care of it, and gave me a general i invita- 


tion to her houſe, of which invitation [ 


was, however, little in a humour to ac- 


cept. Nothing,” indeed, gave me any 
ſort of ſatisfaction : I was wretched, and 
my wretc hedneſs could not poſſibly be 
relieved. M r. Aſhurſt too, inſtead of 
being elated with his unexpected good for- 
tune, ſeemed to be more depreſſed than 
ever I had ſeen him. 


In a few days he was thrawa, into a 
ſtill worſe ftate by the receipt of a letter 

from Miſs Harvey, which informed 

him that his daughter was extremely ill 


of a fever and thought to be in danger, 


This was a ftroke for which he was 


| quite unprepared, and which he was ut- 


terly unable to ſupport. He exclaimed 


againſt himſelf with a bitterneſs of ſor- 
row I never expected him capable of 
feeling; 
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feeling ; and immediately ſet out to Mr. 
Dawley's, but was ſeized on the road 
with a fever alſo. 
FF: inding himſelf; very ſoon, not in a 
condition to proceed, he ordered John, | 
who attended him, to ride on with the 
utmoſt haſte, and inform Mr. Dawley 
of his being obliged to ſtay at an inn 
upon the road, and of his intending to 
purſue his journey as ſoon as poſlible : 
ordering him at the ſame time to defire 
Mr. Dawley not to alarm Gertrude too 
ſuddenly with the news. 

Dawley returned with John to ſee him, 
but made him only a ſhort viſit, and 
gave * no hopes of his nn re- 
covery. 

Mr. Aſhurſt \ was half dittracted at the 
hearing of ſuch melancholy news, and 
ſent to town for me. 9 

Not being in a more compoſed ſtate 
” ul, of 


_ — " 
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of mind than himſelf, the fight of him 


not in the leaſt contribute to make me 
better. : | 

I found him in bed at the inn; he 
complained of a racking pain in his 
head: Bur yet, Freeland,” continued 


he, ſeizing my hand and putting it to 


his breaſt, here, here is the greateſt 
* miſery I endure: I have deftroyed 


Gertrude: I have killed my poor girl 


« who never did me any harm, nay, 
« who gave herſelf up to wretchedneſs 
eto ſave me, unworthy criminal as J 
« am, from ruin.” 


« Ts ſhe then dead?” faid I, with a 


deep ſigh, while hy heart was ready to 


burſt aſunder. 

* Dead!” cried he, Rartivg up dend 
ang wildly, Who talked of death? 
* he is not here; then added, in more 
— accents, If I had ſtaid, 

a JW; 
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Charles; if I had taken your friendly 
« advice, all might have been well : I 
© was too precipitate — I have ruined 
„my poor Gertrude, dear, much injur- 
« ed, dear girl.” 
1 fat motionleſs by his fide; weeping 
like a child : while I was in that fitu- 
ation, John came in and ſaid to me, 
My young lady is not dead, fir, we 
« hope ſhe will get over it.” 
This attempt of the honeſt fellow to 
comfort me had the deſired effect. As 
ſoon as I was aſſured that Gertrude was 
really alive, I wiſhed to live alſo for her 
fake; and for her ſake too I employed 
myſelf in adminiſtering conſolation to 
Mr. Aſhurſt: but that was a taſk be- 
yond my abilities; he was paſt all con- 
ſolation; his fever raged with greater 
violence; and his delirium once roſe to 
fuch a height that he endeavoured to put 
F a period 
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a period to his exiſtence with his own 
hand | b 
When "ai grew a little calm, on eve 
Pre vented from ruſhing 1 into the preſence A 
of his maker unſummoned, and on be- 
ing reaſoned with about the impiety of 
ſuicide, he looked earneſtly at me, for I 
ſcarce ever left him, and faid, © Free- 
land, is it you ?— my good young 
man, my beſt friend the friend of 
51 poor undone, but innocent child, 
2 whom have ruined Vet they ſay ſhe 
<.is not dead— if ſhe lives ſhe may 
* want afriend; for I am afraid I 
am afraid ſhe will meet with foul 
6c play: no matter for that, you will 
«© protect her, Freeland, for ſhe loves 
« you; and ſhe will then be ſafe when 
« T am dead; that's my comfort: 1 
< leave her in good hands after all.” 


In this manner he rambled, conti- 
nuing 
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nuing ſometimes a little better, ſome- 
times worſe, for fifteen days, during 
which I gave him almoſt every thing 
he took, and fat up with him every 
night. 

He was attended by two eminent 
| phyſicians, one of them lived in the 
neighbourhood of the place where he 
was taken ill; the other came from 
London. 

John went every day to enquire after 
Mrs. Dawley's health, and informed us 
on his return that ſhe mended, though 
very ſlowly. 

Of the good news which we 3 
time to time heard, we endeavoured 
to make him ſenfible in his lucid inter- 
vals; he ſeemed to liſten to what we 
| taid, and to know that we were talking 
about his daughter, yet appeared not 
to receive the leaſt comfort from our 


F 4 com- 
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communications: on the contrary, he 
{pent all his wretched hours in accuſing 
himſelf of having cauſed her illneſs and 
her death. Why, why, did I force 
her,“ cried he, with his eyes earneſtly 
| lifted up in a terrifying manner, why 
did I oblige her to leave me ?— to 
% marry— ay, there was the miſchief— 
If I had done as Freeland would have 
had me, ſhe would have been now not 
only alive but happy. But has ſhe 
* heard of the money which Mr. Cook-_ 


"If ſon left me ” And ſo ſhe died out of 


e pure vexation, hecauſe I would not 
& wait for it: then why ſhould 1 live 
to pleaſe any body? why may 1 not 
follow my poor girl?“ 
| Having i in his frantic moments made 
ſeveral attempts, by laying hold on 
every thing near him, to deſtroy his 
_y he at laſt endeayoured tc ſtrangle 

himſelf 
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himſelf with his hands; fo that there was 
2 neceſſity for their being tied down. 


Gertrude growing better, became ſo 


very uneaſy at not hearing from her 


father, that his dreadful ſituation could 


no longer be concealed from her: and 
when the had been acquainted with it, 
ſhe could not be prevailed on to remain 
at a diſtance from him, though both 
Mr. Dawley and Mifs Harvey made 


uſe of all their eloquence to diſſuade her 


from the journey while he lay in ſo 


melancholy a ſtate, or to ſtay, at leaſt, 


till her health was more firmly eſta- 


blithed. 


Proteſting however that nothin g on 
earth ſhould keep her from her father, 


the got into the poſt chaiſe, accompanied 

by Miſs Harvey, Mr. Dawley not chu- 
| ting to be preſent at ſo afflicling an 
interview. 
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Afflicting it was, indeed; it will ne- 


ver be eraſed from * memory, ne- 


ver. 
Mr. Aſhurſt, din raved all night 
to a degree beyond conception, feemed 


to have exhauſted all his ſtrength: being 


bleſt with a return of his reaſon, he 


begged me ſo earneſtly to untie his 


hands that I could not refuſe his requeſt, | 
Having made violent efforts during the 


night to get out of bed, he had occa- 
ſioned painful ſenſations in his wriſts, 


While I was rubbing one of them gently, 


which I held in mine, in hopes of mak- 
ing it feel more eaſy to him, Gertrude 


entered the chamber, ſupported by Miſs 
Harvey : but how unlike — how very 
unlike the Gertrude ſhe. was before 
cankering, ſorrow had nipped her roſy 


bloom, before waſting grief had Where 
all 
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all the graces of . in her beautcous 


face! 


She was pale and languid, and ſcarce 


able to move her feeble limbs. 
At fight of me a faint gleam of ſatis- 


faction appeared in her dejected counte- 
nance ; but, as ſoon as ſhe beheld her 


father, terror and grief took n of 


her features. 


The moment he ſaw 1 he ſtarted 
up, ftared at her, and then cried, © It is 


« ſhe, it is my child— no it cannot be, 
„for the is dead; it is only her ſpirit 
« which haunts me for the cruel injuries 
have done her: ſave me, O ſave me, 
«Freeland, I will not ſpeak to it,” con- 
tinued he, ſtriving to hide his head under 
the bed cloaths, while the dear diſtreſſed 
girl, haſtening to him and throwing her- 
ſelf on her knees by the bedſide, faid, 
„Oh, 8 father, my dear, dear father, 


look 


4 
mw. 


7 
cl 
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lock on your child, your Gertrude— 
* oh, do not leave me, do not. die 
« till you have bleſt your daughter.“ 
Sighs, ſobs, and fireaming tears pre- 
vented any farther utterance. Her head 
ſunk on the bed, and ſhe hid her face 


with her hands. 
I had riſen directly upon ber en- 


trance, though hardly knowing what 


1 did, to give her ny feat; but, after 
ſo pathetic an exclamation I could 
hold out no longer. 
Turning from them all, I 955 into 
tears. 

Miſs Harvey, 5 ſome what dif- 
concerted at firſt ſeeing me, perceiv- 
ing Mr. Aſhhurſt ſtart up again, cal- 
led out to me for help. 

Hie had ſeized Gertrude, apparently 


with an intention to deſtroy her. 


I flex 
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I flew to ſnatch her from his graſp, 
and John, luckily coming in at that 
moment, held him while I led her 
trembling to a diſtant chair, and in- 
treated her not to truſt herſelf with a 
man who was rendered, by his diſtem- 
per, incapable of acting like a rational 
being. 5 TY 
« Alas!” cried ſhe, with a voice 
ſcarcely to be heard, I cannot be 
* more wretched than I am: but let 
not our misfortunes, Mr. Freeland, 
«« diſtreſs you ſo much; leave an un- 
happy father, and his more unhappy 
child; leave us, and go to ſome 
0 place where chearfuller ſcenes may 
40 diſpell tbe ſorrows which, but for 
* us, you never would have known: 
and be aſſured that I ſhall ever, 
* though removed from you, retain a 
* grateful 
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« grateful ſenſe of your regard for my 
poor dear father.” 

I anſwered her only by fitting 8 
again by Mr. Aſhurſt, 3 a 


began to fail him. 


After having rolled about his eyes 
for ſome time, he fixed them on his 


daughter, who, immediately advancing 


towards him, threw herſelf _ on 


her knees near him. 
Looking firſt at me and then at her, 


be ſaid, in a faint, hollow voice, 


Are you not Gertrude?“ 
1 Ves, my dear Sir,“ replied ſhe, 


* I am your en, your * 


come to ſee you.“ 
I thought the had been fel; nay, 


1 once thought that ſhe was dead. — 
* She looks very pale—but now I re- 
collect me: —ay—ay—and yet 1 


« muſt not * her: I was greatly 
10 
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* to blame tho'— was I not F reeland? 
you muſt not be angry with him, 
amy dear: he all along told me how 
ait would be: he ſaid and did all he 
„could to fave thee:— think of this, 
Gertrude, and then you will forgive 


„ your dying father.“ 

„Forgive you, Sir!“ cried the poor 
_ creature, ready to expire with the dif- 
ferent ſenſations which ſhook her ten- 
der frame, * Can you poſſibly ſup- 
6 poſe me capable of being offended 
8 with a father whom I love and re- 

« vere? No, my dear Sir, on the 
% contrary, | come with the ſincereſt 
* affection and duty to do every thing 
«* to comfort and affift you, _— only 
« beg your bleſſing in return.“ 

* Blefs thee, my girl!“ ſaid he, 
tis not in my power to bleſs thee 
o more; but 1 will intreat Heaven, 

: 0 
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if the prayer of ſuch a wretch as [ 
* am can reach the _ of mercy, 
< to bleſs thee for ever. 

He then grew ſo faint that, imagin- 
ing he haſtened to his end, and fear- - 
ing that the fight of him, in his laſt 
moments, ſhould double Gertrude's 
difireſs, I begged her and Miſs Har- 
vey, to whom J particularly directed 
my requeſt, to retire. to another room, 
that Mr. Aſhurſt * have time to 
pole himſelf. | 

The latter underſtood the meaning 
of thoſe few words, which the former, 
through the extremity of her grief, 
ſeemed not to comprehend. 

Theodoſia, therefore, taking her by 
the arm, led her into the next room, 
to which ſhe went with the greateſt 
reluctance. As ſoon as ſhe entered it, 
being - overpowered by the various 
emotions 
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emotions under which ſhe laboured, 
and not perſectly recovered from her 
late illneſs, ſhe fainted away,. 

Miſs Harvey, terrified, called for 
help.” I flew to her aſſiſtance, but 
our joint endeavours to reſtore her to 
| life were for a long time ineſſectual: 
and, indeed, I began to fear that her 
foul had taken its flight never to re- 
turn. I cannot expreſs what I felt at 
ſuch a harrowing ſight: I almoſt for- 
got that ſhe' was married, almoſt for- 
got every thing, but her moſt com- 
paſſionable condition, Yet, though I 
never had taken any improper free- 
doms in thoſe moments when I was 
not ſurrounded with unhappineſs and 
horror, J could not fee the only WO - 
man on earth who was dear to me 
ready to expire, without offering all 
the aſſiſtance ts her in my power. 
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I-was, however, ſo agitated that ] 
knew not very well what I was 


about. 


Having ſeated U by or; and 
taken her hand in mine to end&avour 


' tO bring her to herſelf, ſhe opened her 


eyes; at that inſtant 1 entered 


the room. 


He lowered at her with a look of 


| indifference, which I could not have 


expected. from a 2 -who had been 
ſo eager to get her into his poſſeſ- 


ſion; (ſuch a woman as Gertrude 
too) and then ſcouling at me, as if 


he thought that I had no buſineſs with 
his wife, ſaid, with a ſort of contemp- 


tuous ſneer to her, without making 


the. ſlighteſt effort to affiſt her, 
* What! have you been ſick? 
Fes, Sir,” replied I, ſhocked at 
his coolneſs to ſuch an angel; Les, 
2 | „Sir: 


ow 


2 7.7 i 
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“ Sir: ſhe has been a great While in a 
« ſwoon, into which ſhe was thrown 
& by her concern for her father.“ 
« Oh!” aye,” cried he; © he is 
« very bad 1s he? Well, come; (at 
the ſame time ſcarce looking at her) 
are you ready to go home? No, 
Sir,“ replied ſhe, << my father has 
« but a ſhort time to live, and I can- 
not leave him.” 
ts Rut I cannot ſtay 1 ſaid he, 
and ſhall not go home without you > 
© therefore you muſt go. | 
Good Heaven!“ thought I, ods 
to burſt with grief, ls it poſſible 
for any man to make uſe of ſuch 
* exprefiions to ſo lovely a creature? 
With a heavy ſigh, with ſtreaming 
eyes, ſhe intreated him only to let 
her pay her laſt duty to her father. 
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He made her no anſwer, but turn- 
ing to Miſs Harvey, chatted with 


her upon the moſt inſignificant ſub- 


jects. 

I left them in order to go back to 
Mr. Afhurſt. He was become, 
though much weaker, much more ra- 
tional. He expreſſed ſome ſatisfaction 
at having ſeen his daughter, but moſt 
bitterly inveighed againſt himſelf for 


having occaſioned a marriage ſo con- . 


trary to her inclination, and again 
lamented his precipitate proceedings: 


| « By hurrying my davghter” faid he, 
t intoa marriage, which could not but be 


* attended with unhappy conſequences, 
* and by putting no truſt in provi- 
* dence, who would have, I humbly 


* hope, by relieving my wants, pre- 
« vented me from ſacrificing m y child, 
;« 1 * had waited with patience, I 


have 
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« have been guilty. of two capital 
* crimes, for which I do not deſerve 
« forgiveneſs. I am now going tO 
* place where no more mercy. may 
« be ſhewn me than ] have enn my 
7 daughter.” 

Before I could Gin any thing to 


comfort him, he fell into a doze; 


during which Miſs Harvey came in- 


to the room, and told me that ſne 
had perſuaded Mr. Dawley to let Mrs. 


Dawley ſtay to ſee how her father 
was. 5 

I anſwered that. I ſhould © al- 
ways glad to have Mrs. Dawley made 
eaſy, but that I feared the fight of 
her father, in his laſt moments, 
would affect her too much, If 
you can prevail on her,” continued 
I, „to remain in the next room, it 
« will be a great deal better, till all 


3 
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is over, as ſhe cannot be of any 


* fervice to her father. You may 


< aſſure her that I will not leave him, 
„ but that I will fee every thing 


* done which ts proper for him.“ 


Miſs Harvey told her what I ſaid. 
She thanked me, and agreed to do 
as I would have her; ſhe only beg. 
ged that ſhe might be ſent for if 
her father on waking was ſenfible, 
and defired to ſee her. . 
J fat by him near an hour. He ap- 
peared tolerably eaſy, but fetched his 


breath very ſhort. 
On looking at him cloſely, I thought 


| 1 obſerved a great change in him: 
I was not not miſtaken. He waked 


rather in a kind of furry. 
Seeing me near, him, he lifted up 


his eyes, already heavy, as his diſſo- 
T lution approached, and aſked me to 


give 
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give him my hand. I gave it him, 
and he preſſed it with all his re- 


maining ſtrength. © I am juſt going, 


« Freeland,” faid he, and all my 
comfort is, that you are with me. 


« Your kind attendance on me con- 


4 vinces me that I am forgiven by 
* you, You have behaved to me like 
«a ſon; and you would have been 
my ſon had I not ſeen things in a 
7 * falle light: but I cannot recall what 
«1 is paſt. When you ſee Gertrude, 
« endeavour to alleviate her ſorrow; 
„for the is, like you, too good to 
be inſenſible of my ſufferings. I 
a deſerve, indeed, my children, all 
your compaſſion. The man who 
* ſmarts ſeverely, for the errors of his 


conduct in life, is truly to be pi- 


d tied: and as Heaven has mercifully 
permitted me to live to repent of 
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my folly, I hope, with the moſt hu. 
r miliated e to be oma from 
<« perdition.” | 
A convulſive mot ion ligen him 
from uttering another word; and, while 
I was conſidering whether it would 


be prudent to ſend for enk. he 


expired in my arms. 
When I was in a condition to re- 
flect calmly, indeed, I was not ſorry 


that ſhe had been ſpared a fight 
which might have proved fatal to her: 
and I filenced thoſe who were in the 


room with me, till I could think of 


the moſt eligible manner of making 


her acquainted with an event which, 


though hourly expected, would I 


knew very much ſhock her whenever 


it happened. At laſt I looked up- 


on Miſs Harvey as the propereſt 
_ perſon to break the melancholy news 


to 


Ma. FREELAND. 121 


to her, as I could not, by the com- 


munication of it myſelf, do Gertrude 
any good : nay, I was rather inclined 
to believe that ſuch mournful intelli- 
gence coming from me, juſt at that 
time, might increaſe the anguith of 
her heart, already too ſeverely rack- 
ed by diſappointment and diſtreſs : 
beſides, I perceived that Mr. Daw- 
ky was not pleaſed with my being ſo 
near his wife: and I was afraid that, 
being no ſtranger to our former at- 
tachment, he might, either from real 
or counterfeited jealouſy, take advan- 
tage of my having converſed with 
| her, and ſhew his diſpleaſure againſt 
her by ſome very unkind, if not 
cruel procedures. - So truly did I love 
her, that I would have kept even the 
ſhadow of diſquiet from her: I would 
have ſuffered any thing, * 
Vol. II. "WJ to f 
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to guard her tender heart againſt. the 

intruſion of pain. 
To Miſs Harvey, therefore, I ad. 

dreſſed myſelf, and intreated her to 


Tell her,” ſaid I, that her father 
&« had the beſt advice, and all neceſ. 
« ſary aſſiſtance; tell her that nothing 
« was omitted that could in any way 
« give him comfort; and aflure her 


46 alſo, that I will ſtay and attend 


the funeral, if the will permit me 
& to undertake the care of it.“ 
In about half an hour Miſs Harvey 
returned, and told me that Mrs. Dau- 
ley had received the news of her fa- 
ther's death in a manner which gave her 
reaſon to believe ſhe would not eaſily 
conquer the affliction it had occafion- 


ed; having accuſed herſelf of being 


"the cauſe of it, though very unjuſtly, 
| „„ a8 
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as it was certainly forwarded by the 
remorſe and concern which he felt for 
having hurried her inte à marriage 
with Dawley. When ſhe” had de- 
« ſired me to thank you,” continued 
Theodoſia, for the many "proofs of 
4 your friendfhip'for Her and her fami- 
« ly, ſhe ſaid, that vu would in- 
t creaſe the obligations ſhe was under 
to you, by paying* the laſt melan- 
«eholy* duties to ber deceafed = 
«rent, as ſhe kad no relation, no 
W friends (you and my felt excepted) fo 
« perform ſo unwelcome a Part.“ b 
* begged her to aflire* Mrs. Diavw- 
ley that 1 7 thould be ſuffibiently anl. 
mated to obey . all her commands, a8 
ſoon as ſhe Was capable of making 
me acquaintec with them, by the 
true regard 1 had for her, and for- 2 8 
late unfortunate aſter. 
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_ "Miſs Harvey then deſired me to 
leave the melancholy room, and to 
come and take ſome refreſhment with 
her and Mrs. eee before are 
the inn. | 
£14 thanked 8 tegen me; 
0 told her, in confidence, that 1 
dared not to truſt myſelf with Mrs, 
Dawley in her afflicted fituation, and 
intreated her, by all the favour ſhe 
had ſhewn me, tg exert her utmoſt en- 
yours to. comfort her. weeping friend, 
« She will, 1 bope,“ continued I, 
& in time, and by her own judicious 
«© reflections, get the better of this 
: ſhock, which ſhe had all the reaſon 
6c in the world to expect: ſhe will, 
5 hope, too, be entirely reſigned to 
ber fate, and live to ſee many hap- 


oo & py * IT 3 


Miſs 
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Miſs Harvey then informed me that 
ey ſhould fet out as ſoon as the horſes 
could be put to the chaiſe. | 

I bade her adieu, and gave myſelf 
up to the mournful ideas which crowded 


into my mind, 
The day after that on which they 
left me, Mr Dawley, who had rode 
poſt” to London, arrived at the inn 
with Saville, whom he had brought 
down with him to ſtay with me. 
As Mr. Aſhurſt died without hav- 
ing made a will, his daughter, of 
courſe, inherited every thing he left. 
Mr. Dawley deſired me and Saville 
to remain in his houſe till his affairs 
could be ſettled, which he wiſhed me 
to undertake for him; as he was to- 
tally unacquainted with mercantile bus 
ſineſs; aſſuring me, that the fifteen 
hundred pounds which Mr. Atburſt 
G 3 ' £2, a 
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with all poffible expedition. He alſo 
defired Sa ville and me to accept of 


rings and mourning. The latter piece 


of civility Was ag e we ordered 
* 8 
Ve attended the corps to town as 
mourners. I was indeed, a real one, 
but Saville expreſſed. himſelf in very 
11itberal terms on Mr. Aſhurſt's death: 
1 fitenced him, however, by telling him 


that would hear no'reflecions! on the 
| father of Gertrude, as ſhe had, her- 


ſelf, forgiven him: adding, that as 
he repented of his folly and 'raſhneſs 


before he died, his GE ee not 


to be” infulted; : 
© Saville, finding that be could not 


make me execrate the man from 
whom 1 derived all the miſery of my 


s filent, and, when we came 


to town, purſued his pleaſures without 


any moleſtation, during the ſhort time 


we were together, while I applied 
myſelf cloſely to ſettle every thing in 
the beſt manner I could, though my 
ſorrows frequently interrupted me in 
the midſt orf my employment. 
Saville, in my moments of dejection, 
exerted himſelf to amuſe me: Mrs. 
Coker, who had Mr. Dawley 's leave 
to remain in the houſe till the nexi 
quarter day, furniſhed him with perpe- 
tual matter for mirth. The mother 
and daughter, .being equally afraid 
that ſome unlucky diſcovery ſhould 
put a ſtop to the matrimonial proceed- 


ings, did every thing in their power 


to forward the preparation : ſo much 


eagerneſs, indeed, did they diſcover 


upon the occaſion, that it was aſtoniſh- 
| ing the poor fellow had no ſuſpicions 
G4 concerning 
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concerning them; but being intent up- 
on playing his own part to advantage, 
he had no leifure to be inquiſitive 
about their affairs, 
JI 0o keep him ſtill more in the dark, 
and to quicken” his movements. Mrs. 
Coker, hearing of the arrival of a 
ſhip from Bengal, produced a letter 
from her brother, who was, ſhe ſaid, 
left well at St. Helena, and would 
be in England about Chriſtmas, wind 
and weather permitting; 
On the ſtrength of that letter, ſhe 
made a merit of not keeping him 
in ſuſpenſe for ſo long a time, and 
fairly offered to make him happy with 
her daughter as foon as he pleaſed, 
being well aſſured that her brother 
would approve of him, 
Bently, who was as vain as any 
man could poſſibly be, fell at once 
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into the ſnare laid for him: the a p- 
parent generoſity of Mrs. Coker's be- 
haviour, duped him completely, and 


the ſo much * for day, on both 


ſides, was fixed. 


The intended 8 beginning 
to fear that they ſhould ſmoak his 
having no eſtate in Berkſhire, nor 


any where elſe, propoſed ſtaying at 


his lodgings in town, till his Sukey's 


uncle arrived, every thing being agreed 
to, inſtead of poſtponing the wed- 
ding, which would admit of no de- 
lay. a 

They ded to dhe pariſh 
church, attended only by the gentle- 
man and lady who had ſo early diſ- 


turbed Mrs. and Miſs Coker on the 
rout- evening. They had never ſeen 


the bridegroom before, but Mrs. Coker 


choſe to have them preſent, to give 


„„ away 
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away her daughter, and to ande 2 Ho 
creditable. witneſſes. | 
Saville alſo invited himmel to the 
wedding: his rank in life, and his gen- 
teel appearance, precluded a refuſal, 
otherwiſe his company might have 


been ſpared on many accounts. 

A hackney coach carried the family 
from the Hay Market to meet them 
at church. 

Mrs. Coker was Jreftea 2s youth- 
ful as poſſible, and Sukey was trick- 
ed out in all the tawdry tinſel of ſe. 
cond hand finery : they were con- 

ducted to their hack by Saville, who 
followed them into it, and Bently 
brought up the rear. 

Nothing remarkable appeared during | 
the ceremony, but the alacrity with 

which the unbluthin 8 bride perform- 
ed her part of it, and the extreme 
attention 
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attention with which Mrs. Brooks. 
(Mrs. Coker's "Ow obſerved- Mr. 4 


Beatly. 
Bently was not a litle Amend: 
he was thrown into a confuſion which: 


| might have been rather expected in 


the young lady's countenance; but 
ſhe was ſo far from being low ſpirited 
or embarraſſed, that ſhe ſeemed the 
moſt ſatisfied and joyous perſon in the 


gr oupe : . and by her arch looks, loud: | 


laughs, and lively expreſſions, ſhewed, 
that neither her modeſty, nor her ti- 
midity were in the leaſt ſhocked on 
ſo delicate an occaſio n. 
Saville, who related the above anec- 


dotes, almoſt in the very words I 


have made uſe of, declared, that he 
| helped her out where he thought the 
was at a loſs: though ihe took ſuf- 


G 6 ficient 


Me! 
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ficient pains to let her huſband ſee 
that ſke was a knowing one. 

A4 s for him, he ſtrove, with no ſmall 
aſſiduity, to avoid the penetrating 
glances of Mrs. Brooks, who kept 
her ſuſpi — to nn. till the even- 

X ing. 

After having ſupped at the tavern 

at which they had dined, Mr. Bentley, 

for want of ſomething to 1 talked 

of going home. 
Mr. Brooks ſaid, that as ay 5 boch 
ved i in the ſame neighbourhood, one 
Coach would be ſufficient. 
The bride and bridegroom having 
aſſented to Mr. Brooks's propoſal, 
Saville was obliged' to take care of 
mother Coker, whom he heartily 
as _ curſed for being left with him, to ſpoil 
bs the diverſion. be thought to have had, 

1 by making an excuſe to go the ſam 

1 | . 
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way with them. However, finding 2 1 

himſelf in a fituation not to be remie- 9 

died, he had the addreſs to invite 

himſelf to breakfaſt with them the next 

morning: being determined to let 
the new- married lady into the ſecret, 
relating to her huſband's ag, as 
ſoon as he an 

| Accordingly, he hurried to. the 

taylor's, and found them juſt riſen, 

_  Afﬀeer the uſual ſalutations of the morn- 15 

5 ing, he turned to the bridegroom, and | 15 

ſaid with that eaſy air which gave 7 

. a ſpirit to every thing he uttered, 

1 made. the more haſte hither this 


? 


morning, Mr, Bentley, that I might 
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catch you at home before you went 
to your ſhop; as I have a mind to 
<«. be: meaſured for two pair of ſhoes.” 

It will not be very eaſy to deſcribe 
Mrs, Bently's looks and attitude on 
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his unexpected addreſs to her huſ- 
band. = 
She opened her eyes wider than 
uſual, and leaning forward till ſhe 
was juſt ready to tip out of her chair, 
repeated - the word thop, with an 
-emphaſis which plainly diſcovered the 
contempt ſhe felt, both for a perſon. 
mean enough to have the flighteft con- 
nections with ſuch a place, as well 
as for Saville's attempting to ridicule 
Her upon ſuch a ſubject : aſking him, 
at the ſame time, if he was awake, 
if he had not ſlept his ſenſes away. 
Mou wilt be convinced,“ ſaid he, 
with a ſneer, © that I am perfectly 
awake, and tolerably in my ſenſes, 
«when your huſband _ to his 
« work.“ 


„What. 
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What does the wretch mean? 


her head. 

The poor ſhoe-i maker TY ſaw 
that he was diſcovered; but thinking, 
as he had made ſure of the girl, and 
conſequently her fortune, the ſooner 
The knew of his occupation the bet- 


ter: eſpecially as there was ſomebody” 


to ſtand by him, for his lady appeared 
to him rather in a formidable light: 
thinking alſo, that as Saville talked of 
being a cuſtomer, he might, perhaps, 
Prove a friend, he plucked. up all the 
courage he was matter of, and, ſcraich- 


ing his head, cried, © Well, my dear, 


“ ſince ic muſt out, why the gentle- 
* man, to-be ſure, has gueſſed it, and: 
Cy you may as well know it now as 
0 another time. 


„What 


replied he, with an inſolent toſs of 


""s 4 


x26 Tune HISTORY or 
„What the devil am I to know?” 
ſaid ſhe, with an uncommon: acute- 
| neſs in her voice. 4 
© That—that—” 
Ay, out with it,” ſaid Seville 
ſeeing him ſtand heſitating, and ſtill 
rubbing his head, as if he was afraid 
of her, ** Out with it man, boldly; 
never mince the matter: a ſhoe- 


„ maker's wife is as good, at any time, 
as a bed-maker's daughter,” 

« Confuſion!” replied the lady, 
firing at the mortifying ſounds. 
« Why, ſurely you have not married 
eme to ſuch a fellow?” 

e I married you!” ſaid he, not 
1 faith: it is all your own handy 
« work: I have not had ſo much 
as 2 finger i nM 
48 What! and is the not a lady, 
10 then? and has he not a fortune 
neither?“ 


neither?“ cried the poor aſtoniſhed 
criſpin, 

No, you mean-ſpirited villain 
*«« you,” ſaid ſhe, flying at him. Let 


me go, you devil,” continued ſhe 
to Saville, who held her. And is 8 
there no uncle at St. Helena nei- 


* ther ?” added the diſmal dupe, who, 
notwithſtanding his fright, began to 
ſee how things went. 


No, no, you low- life raſca 
replied the enraged : bride, „ have, 


1,” 


* thank God, no uncle for you to 


% plunder : no money, not a farthing ; 
you poor, deluded, ſneaking fim- 


0e pleton : but ſince you would have 
be. a wife with a fortune, and be hang- 


ed to you, I will make you keep 
me as handſomely as if I had 
brought you thouſands, Yes, you 
N e good for nothing wretch, 

| LI 
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cc Pu Eure you of acting the gentle- 


% man. I'll have every ſhilling you 


re work hard for upon your contemp- 


* tible board, you conceited ſapikull. 


& And when TI have ſpent all your mo- 

«* ney in dreſſing and living to the 
* utmoſt, I will ſpurn you from me 
4 with as much diſdain as I do this,” 
(taking off her wedding ring, and 
tolling it at him) „* which is, I ſup- 


© poſe, as much a counterfeit as your- 


« ſelf. Oh! 1 could tear myſelf to 


ve pieces for being o fooled, o— 
veJ thall run mad with ſhame.” 


Here a fainting fit, a real or 
4 pretended one, put a __ to her 
—— effufions. 

Saville, cooly picking up the ring, 
aſked Mr. Bently why he ona not 


g0 and aſſiſt his wife. 


A Aſſiſt 
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« Aſſiſt her?” cried he, the devil 
e himſelf may aſſiſt her, if he pleaſes: 


xd don't deſire to have any thing 


to do with her; not I: 1 thall go 
to my buſineſs, and leave her to 
come to herſelf.” 

„ Well, but,” faid Saville.“ you 


„Know the is actually your wife; 


and a good pretty girl: you muſt 
% make allowance for the condition 


* into which ſhe has been thrown by 
< the diſcovery of the trick you have 


* pat upon her: you know, that if 


**-ſhe'has made you believe ſhe had 
** 2 large fortune, you have alſo very 
much impoſed upon her: therefore, 
« as you ha ve both endeaveured to de- 
* ceive each other, you muſt take 
< the conſequences : quarrelling toge- 
ether will never mend things: let 

«6 me n you, then, to kiſs and be 
friends; 
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140 TE HISTORY or 
friends; and be Rh careful 


e your wedding- -ring,” added he 


ſoftly to Mrs. Bently; you- may, 
, poſſibly, find ſooner than you think 
for, that *tis better to be married, 
* even to a cobler, than to have no 
* hufband at all.” * 
Devil, devil,” cried ſhe, foam- 
ing with paſſion, ** is this your way 
« of comforting me?” 

In the nidſt of this uproar, Mrs, 
_ Coker: and Mrs. Brooks made their 
appearance: but I cannot pretend 
to do juſtice to the ſcene exhibited af- 
terwards, in a deſcription of it. 
The bride thought it both decent 
and proper to fall into a ſecond fit. 
While Mrs. Coker and Mrs. Brooks 
ran to her, the former cried, Heaven 
defend me! what ails my er 
child? 


„Ohl 
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« Oh! my dear mother,” bawled 
out the fainting Mrs. Bently, I am 
„ ruined and undone: that wretch 
there, (pointing to her huſband) 
„ whom we took to be a gentleman, ' 
has deceived us, and Proves to 
be -I cannot go on — 
«© What does ſhe ſay, Mr. Saville ?” 
ried her mother. 

The gentleman ROE to be a 

« ſhoe-maker in mn ; 
ce that's all, madam.” “ | 

A ſhoe-maker !” ſaid Mrs. "RAN 
* and i in an alley; ; an alley too? Har- 
« 93151 

* Ah! horrid indeed; * replied her 
daughter; but though I am married, 
« I will never go home with him: 
« I will be divorced and live with Jou, 
< madam,” “ 


Mrs, 
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Mrs. Coker, however, not reliſhing 
the divorce ſcheme agreeably to her 
daughter's expectation, for ſome pri- 
vate reaſons, ſaid, Live with me, 
* child! no, no, as you are now 


married, you muſt een live with 


e your huſband.” 

« Right, madam,” abate Saville, 
e huſband and wife ſhould never be 
ſeparated.“ 

< You cannot en. child, con- 


tinued Mrs. Croker, * that 1 ſhould 


«keep you now you are married.“ 
No, madam,” faid Mr: Bently, 
who had a little recovered his ſpirits, 
interrupting her, Vour brother at 
“St. Helena can keep her: there is 
no occafion for you or me to be 
<*« troubled with her, whilſt ſhe has ſo 
<« rich an uncle.“ 


This 
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This home thruſt rather diſconcert · 


ab: Coker; but, after a ſhort 


pauſe, | ſhe parried it by. replying, 
« Well, well, if ſhe has not an un- 


4 cle able to give her a fortune, 


„ ſhe will have all that is mine, 
and that is a great deal too 
“much for a poor, low fellow, 
„with nothing but a mean trade 
4 to ſupport him. My daughter, I 


« 2tjure- you, Mr. Bently, has been 
« educated quite in another man- 
ner: few- women have been brought 


«up better; the is fit company, 
though I ſay fo, for people of the 


& firſt quality: and 'tis very mortify- 


ce ing for ſuch a girl to live at a thop, 
« married to a working tradefman, 
* a dirty-mechanick.” 

The reproachful terms with which 


ſne concluded her ſpeech, ſerved to 
rouze 
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rouze Bently more than any thing 


that had yet been ſaid; and he ſwore 


luſtily, that if his wife did not go 


home with him to his ſhop, and be- 


have herſelf decently, he would leave 
her for her mother to keep, or any 


body elſe, who choſe to maintain 


Bently, when he had uttered the 


laſt word, looked very ſignificantly at 


Saville, who uſed his beſt endeavours : 
to perſuade the bride to go home 
peaceably, with her huſband, and to 


mind the main chance; telling her, 


that ſhe ought to be thankful for be- 
ing married to a man in ſo good a 


way of buſineſs; adding, that if ſhe 


made a dutiful wife, ſhe would have 
no reaſon, he believed, to find fault 


with Mr. . 


He, 
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He then kicked out his foot to be 
* for half a dozen pair of ſhoes, 
and faid, at the ſame time, that he 
loved to encourage induſtrious new- 
married people. TL, 
After having been much mortified, 
and after having ſhed many tears, 
the late Maſs Sukey Coker was pre- | 
vailed on to take up her abode in 
 Cranbourn-Alley, 7 
Mrs. Brooks, going down ſtairs 
with Mrs, Coker, told her, that ſhe 
thought ſhe knew Mr. Bently the 
moment ſhe ſaw him, | but could not 
recollect where ſhe had ſeen him; but 
that all on a ſudden ſhe remembered 
ſhe had bought a pair 'of green ever- 
laſting ſhoes at his ſhop : As ſoon 
* as I ſet eyes upon him at church,” 
continued ſhe, I could not for the life 
< of. me get the ſhoemaker out of my 
mo Fs - Bol head: 
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& head: though Lal: far from think- 


ing it poſſible ble that he could be the 
e man who fold me my ſhoes.” * 
There is no ſaying when ſhe would 
have ſtop ped, had not Mrs. Coker 
haftily | interrupted her, by ſay ing, 


1 am ſurprized to the greateſt de- 
5M gree at what you have told me, 


40 and ill more ſo, that you ſhould 
oy not have hinted your ſuſpicions to 


u. How could you ſuffer me to 
46 throw away my only child thus, 8 


through downright ignorance ?— 

& But thoſe perſons, I find, whom one 
takes for one's beſt friends, moſt fre- 
« quently deceive us: for my part 1 


© ſhall be afraid to believe either man 


or woman again.“ 
Mrs. Coker, on her return home, 
did not feel herſelf in ſo ill a hu- 


mour as ſhe was at ber departure 
from 


— - Ge „* 
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from. Caſtle-ſtreet: in her walk from 
thence to the city, the had time to cool. 
t After all,” ſaid ſhe to herſelf, © I'm 
* not ſorry that I've got rid of Sukey : 
„ the began to grow confounded ex- 
4 travagant and expenſive: and then 
< her connections with Saville might 
„have been attended with conſe- 
* quences not at all agrecable : ſhe 
might have been a troubleſome 
<& burthen to me: and as I have now 
© diſpoſed of her, I can make a bet- 
© ter appearance with my money, 
As ſhe is really married, and made 
“an honeſt woman, why, her huſband 
„ muſt keep her as well as he can. I 
* have done the duty of a mother, 
“ in helping her to get him: and 
* though the word /hoemaker will 
* ſound deplorably in the ears of 
< people of faſhion, [ can infinuate 

H 2 „ 
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n my genteel acquaintance, chat we 


e were deceived. by him, and that 


＋ my daughter could not be prevailed 
gon to follow my advice, but would 
« have him in fpite of all my re- 
ec monſtrances: by this inſinuation 
I ſhall not only excuſe myſelf with 
« regard to Sukey's marriage, but 


1 hinder folks from exporting that I 


c ſhould bring her with me any 
«6 where, as nobody will be defirous | 
4 f having any thing to tay to the 
« wife of a thoemaker : no, not Even 
the loweſt of my friends will con- 
e deſcend to talk to the wife of a 
4 ſhoemaker.” | 
Mrs. Coker ring in this manner 
ſettled every thing i in her own mind, 
ſecured: other lodgings, that "the might 
5 be embarraſſed. when the could 
Ol remain 


2 
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remain no longer in ber old apart- 
ments. Tor 

Tt was eee, ao, for Saville 
and myſelf to think of changing 
our quarters. I was at liberty to 
follow my inclination, having no re- 
lation or friend to controul or adviſe 
: me. 

| Mr, N on my a finiſh- 
| ed the account for him, according 
to his requeſt, gave me the uſual com- 
pliment upon ſuch occafions, out of 
the money to be paid into his ban- 
ker's hands, but took no notice of 
the fifteen hundred pounds. I, there= 
fore, loſt that fum, for I could not 
bear to dun the huſband of Gertrude 
for it: "believing it might be wanted, 
poſſibly, towards her ſupport, as he 
was one of the moſt extravagant of 
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Muſs Harvey quitted Mr. Dawley's 
houſe in about a month after the death 
of Mr. Aſhurſt, and left her friend 
overwhelmed with melancholy, which 


her churliſh huſband made no efforts 


to diſpell. He, indeed, haſtened Theo- 


doſia's departure, for he behaved to her 


with ſo improper a familiarity, that 


the could not diſcreetly ſtay under the 


fame roof with him. 

This intelligence I received from 
Saville, who, not chuſing to be again 
ſubſervient to any body, though he was 
rather too. young to be left to his 
own management, went into partner- 
ſhip with. a merchant, who lived at 
the weſt end of the town, dreſſed, 
gave entertainments, played, and kept 
the beſt compan 7. aq 

As to myſelf, uncertain what to 
do, and not being able, with the 

8 ſmall 


ä ſmall remainder of my little fortune, 
to think of going into buſineſs on my 


own bottom, I began to grow weary : 


of life, | haying met. with ſo. many 


diſappointments, and to with to be 
removed from a world in which 4 


felt a great deal of actual unhappineſs, 
without... any comfortable _ prof, pects : 


but my religious principles forbade 


me to lift up my hand againſt myſelf. ; 
and I thought alſo, that While Ger- 


trude exiſted, I might, by preſerving 


my life,” be, one day, ſerviceable to 


her. Her dying . father 8 injunctions 
co-operating with my ſincere eſteem 


for her, were powerful incentives to 


make me willing to bear the heavy 


load of exiſtence; and thoſe. incen- 
tives, ſtrengthened by higher conſidera- 
| tions,. prevented me from finking under 
* R rim © 2m 6 

- I en- 
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I engaged myſelf as a book-keeper 
to a Mr, Fiſque, a merchant of con- 
ſiderable reputation, and took a lodg- 
ing near his houſe that I might be : 
ready to attend him. 
I vas received by him and his family, 
conſiſting of a wife, and a fiſter (for 
he frequently. made me dine-with him) 
with much politeneſs and reſpect : 
happening to be acquainted with 
Mrs. Harvey, he had. heard ſome- 
thing of my character, and every day 
gave me new. proofs of his partiality: 
in my favour. Vet I, myſelf, was 
miſerable. Continual reflections on 
paſt ſcenes, the remembrance of the 
many hours of felicity I enjoyed with 
Gertrude, and. the. being aſſured of 
her wretchedneſs, made me indif- 
ferent to every thing. 


L often 
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1 often ſaw Miſs Harvey, Who 


viſited Mrs. and Miſs Fiſque: ſhe 
treated me with her uſual complai- 


fance; never diſcovering any reſent- 


ment at my refuſal, nor indeed, from 
her carriage, would any body have ſup- 


poſed that ſhe had ever brought a 


mortification of that kind upon herſelf, 
Lady Frolick, alſo, ſometimes came 


to fee the Fiſques: Saville, who fre- 


quently called on me, informed me 
that the was not very happy with 
Sir Harry, as he had imported. a: 
French Miſtreſs with. him... 

As to Sir Thomas Blyth, he pur- 
chaſed an eſtate near his lady's fa- 
ther, and ſeldom came to. town :. when» 
ever he did, I had. the Pleaſure of 
ſeeing him. He behaved to me witk 


all his former. regard, but rarely men- 


tioned Mrs. Dawley, not being 
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willing, J imagine, to renew my af- 


fiction on ber account; it being 

well known that ſhe could not enjoy 
much happineſs, if any, with a man. 
of her huſband's diſpoſition ; though 
he uſed her no otherwiſe Ill, than by 


not taking much notice, and no care 
of her. Having picked up a coun- 


try girl, after the firſt fortnight of 
their marriage, he grew ſo. very fond 


lodgings for her near Covent-Garden: 


he was, indeed, in purſuit of every 


woman who ſtruck his eye; ſo that by 


bis irregular amours, and his other 
extravagances, his fortune, including 


8 His acquitition by Mr. Aſhurſt's death, 


was, in a ſhort time, confiderably re- 


duced. 


When I had been ſettled a few 


weeks _ Mr, Fiſque, -Mifs Harvey 
received. 
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received addreſſes from a gentleman, 
_ poſſeſſed of a good eſtate, 3 in the North, 
and. they were ſoon. afterwards mar- 
ried. 1 ſhould have been more Pleaſ- 
el at. the change in her 1 ituation, had 
it not occaſioned her entire removal 
ſrom Mrs. Dawley, whom ſhe now 
and then ſaw. When me x was gone. in- 
to Lorkſhire, poor Gertrude had no 
friend left; Ar. courſe 1 heard little 
—_ her. 


. iſque, whoſe regard for me 


| San, to increaſe, obliged me almoſt 
every day to dine with him, and to 
ſpend almoſt every evening at his 
houſe: he appeared never ſo happy” 
as when J was near him. He was, in- 
deed; not bleſt with ſo much do- 
meſtic felicity as he deſerved. He 
was induſtrious, ſober, and careful to 
improve his fortune: his wife, on 
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the. contrary, ſpared no expence for 
the gratification of her paſſion for 


dreſs, and her propenſity to all kinds 


of diverſions. Her ſiſter had the 


ſame expenſive taſte, but having only 
a ſmall income, could not have made 
a. tolerable appearance in company 


with Mrs. Fiſque, if her brother had 
not generouſly. gave her her board, 
At that exertion of his generoſity, his 


wife often grumbled: oſten upbraiding 


him too for ſpending all his money 
on his own family, and grudging her 


neceſſaries, though I am pretty ſure 


that he never refuſed her: any thing : 
ſhe aſked. He ſometimes deſired her 

indeed to conſider her children A 
pretty boy and girl, the one four, the 


other fix. years old; who: were very 
amuſing to me, and their innocent 
prating prevented me from dwelling 
tos much on the late. ſhock T had re- 

ceived: 
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ceived. The little trifles Which F 
| procured: for them, in order to encou- 
rage them to play, ſerved to: make 
their father more and:more pleaſed with 
me: but their playfulneſs,: by bring 
ing Gertrude's infant days to my me- 
mory,. frequently filled me with me- 
lancholy reflections, fatal to my peace. 
With them, however, I always found 
far more entertainment than in the ſo- 
ciety of the above-mentioned ladies; 
who: were perpetually running, madly, 
after-pleaſure, or elſe quarrelling about 
the means. of obtaining it; or than 
even in. Mr. Fiſque's company: he 
was, tis true, a very worthy man, 
but no companion for me, if I had 
been in. ſpirits to attend to his conver- 
ation. My time, therefore, ſetting; 
aſide the reaſons I had to be unhappy, 
1 * with hardly any ſatisfaction. 
Saville, 
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account of bimlelf, was a briſkly 
down the current of pleaſure, 'often in- 
fiſted upon my f pending ah evening 
with him: but his mirth was too 
noiſy, his diverfions too licentious, 


and his companions too riotous ſor 


me. The life of à tational being 
was the life I longed to lead: my 
only ambition retail to employ myſelf 
uſefully, as well” as noſfenfively : my 


only wiſh was to ſhare my leiſure 


hours with a gentle, ſenfible, female 
friend, (as every human creature re- 


N quires ſome relaxation) who would 


accompany me in the ſearch of thoſe 
pleaſures which would relieve - my 
mind, without fatiguing it, and ren- 


der me capable of returning to my 


buſineſs with double ſpirit, But as 
that friend was for ever torn from me, 


3 5 joy 


Mz. FREELAND; 259 


joy could, make, no amen on mx 
heart. 


Toh 


The e of, my * _ = 


diſturbance of my mind together, 
brought on a diſorder, which the doc- 
tors call a nervous fever: I did not, 
however, conſult them, nor ſhould 1 


have paid any attention to it, but to 
_ with for a period to all my pains, had 
J not, on after my being ſeized 


with it, been ſurprized with the fight 


of Mr. Edwards. He came into 
the compting- houſe with Mr. Fiſque, 


who was a diſtant relation of his. | 


Taking me by the hand, Mr. Ed 


wards expreſſed the ara pleaſu ure at 
ſeeing me. 


Having examined me clots he 
aſked me what ailed 8 Though 
6 have hear ,” continued he, ſhaking 


his head, 66 but a poor account of 
+ your 
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* your health a great while. You 
* muſt know, Freeland, I am come to 
town on. purpoſe to fee you, and 1 
* ſhall take you down with m.“ 

As IT was no ſtranger to his good. 
„ hoſpitable diſpoſition, I only 
ſmiled at him, and I after the 


family. 


Ay, ay,“ cried hs; « you | don't 
* think I am in earneſt now; but 
« I never was more ſerious in my 


life: you have got an ugly diſor- 


der upon you, and want a little 


2 country air, : and good nurſing. 1 


** am old and ſhall be glad of fuch 


a companion as you to:amuſe me; 
« for I have loſt my ſiſter, and Letty 
«js become quite a mope : therefore 


you muſt not refuſe me.“ 
Nou will, I am ſure; Sir,” ſaid 


2. « * believe me when I tell you; 
that. 


« ed to you for your concern about 
me: but] muſt not leave Mr. Fiſque; 
Lat a time when I am ſenfible he 
cannot well ſpare me.” 


As to that,” replied Mr. F iſque, 


I ſhall rather put myſelf to a little 


" inconvenience than not give you ſo 


good an opportunity of recovering 


*© your health : you had better go, and 


© have a chance to get well, * _ 
< here and be loſt. _ 
oy Why he looks like the ſhadow 


© of the man he was, 1 ſaid Mr. Ed- 


wards: Come, come, I'll take no 


** denial : you ſhall go away with me to- 
* morrow,” 1 was quite amazed at 
the old gentleman” s friendly obſtina- 


ey; but abſolutely refuſed to comply. 


Mr. Fiſque then declared that he 


would. have nothing farther to do wits 


me. 
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e that I think myſelf extremely oblige ” 
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where Gertrude was, and how ſhe did. 
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me. lt ſhall never be ſaid, added 


be, . that kept you from ſeeking; the 
4 remedy left you: go down, 380 


% down with Mr. Edwards, and if 


you don't find yourſelf mended by 


* the country air, you can but return 


* to town when you are weary.“ A 
In ſhort, they both worried me fo 


much that I was no longer able to 


reſiſt their intreaties, though I had no 
ſort of deſire te leave London. I 


pined to know in what ſituation Ger- 
trude was. I could get no intelligence 


about her but from Saville, who liv- 


ed in a way to be acquainted with 
every thing, and every body. 


After having promiſed Mr. Ed- 
wards, therefore, to remain with him 


one week, to Saville I went, and 
aſked him, if he could inform me 


He 
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He looked at me fleadily for ſome 
time, and demanded the * 5 * 
an enquiry juſt then. 

I informed him of Mr. Edwards's 
ſtrange propoſal, adding, that I could 
not leave the town till I knew _ 
5 relating to her. | 
Why,“ anſwered he, after a endl 
« She is much as ſhe was: her huſ- 
e band is exceſſively in debt: he does 
te not beat her, tis true, but he makes 
her lead, I believe, a W a 
« fortable life. EW ber 

<< Gracious Har- oried I, « ſure- 
« y the does not want for pee 
66 © thing! 9 ö I © 1. 

I can't fay1 band Aye e 
he, as if unwilling to ſpeak out, but 
„I know that his wenches are ready 
© to tear him in pieces for money: 
Y and 1 imagine, therefore, that his 
| « life, 
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* wife, of courſe, has not a great deaf 
of caſh at her command.“ 


The bare ſuppoſition that ſhe bad 


not every thing agreeably to the wiſh 


of her heart, pierced mine. I went 
immediately to the Bank, told out 


a hundred, and ſealing up five twenty 


pound notes, diſpatched a porter with 


z them, having taken care to diſguiſe 
my hand in ſuch a manner as to pre- 


vent her from knowing from whom 
they came, and charged the bearer 


to make no diſcovery. My latter 
caution, indeed, was needleſs, for the 


man whom I employed was utterly 


unknown to me. I had met with him 


in a ſtreet, near that in which ſhe 


lived, and waited at a e houſe we 


his return to me, 
When he returned, he told me r 


he ta! bie th hie into the la- 


51 og dy's 
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dy- s on hands, and that he had, ac- 
cording to my r diſappeared 
mn ſhe opened it. 


Having thus, in ſome meaſure, 


eaſed my heart, 1 was prevailed on to 


accompany Mr. Edwards to Woodber- 


ry, where I wWas very cordially re- 
geived by Miſs Benyon, though ſhe 
_ exclaimed vehemently at ſeeing | me 
aa. v5 

As ſoon as Mr. Edwards found 
me under his roofs, he ſent for a very 
Kilful phyſician, telling me, when I 
offered to oppoſe him, that he would 
not be contradicted in his own houſe, 5 
and that I muſt be orderly, and ſub- 
mit every thing concerning my health 


to his management. Such a behaviour 
precluded all reſiſtance. Beſides, there. 


was, in this friendly man's folicitude 


about me, a kind of flattering ſatisfac- | 


tion, 
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time, felt in my boſom: and I am 


well aſſured, that his paternal carriage 
contributed more than all the preſcrip- 
tions of my phyſician, (though he 
was 2. very. able one) to my recove- 
ry. * Since the loſs of my parents, 
(by whom I had been ſo tenderly in- 
dulged) I had not met with any per- 
ſon, but Gertrude, Who had, I believ- 
ed, any real regard for me. This 
worthy Mr. Edwards behaved to me 


exacily like a fond father to a hopeful 
ſon; and Miſs Benyon, following her 
uncle's example in every reſpect, treat- 


ed me with the affection of a fiſter. 
She read to me, ſung to me, walked 
with me: and when, from illneſs or 
diſguſt, thoſe amuſements proved diſa- 


greeable to me, the applied a varie- 
"joy of remedies to my diſorder, or 


left 
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left me to recover myſelf by repoſe, 
taking particular care that I ſhould 
not be diſturbed whenever I was in- 
clined to reſt. + yy A 
So much tender acuity on . 
fide, could not be unnoticed by me: 


thoroughly ſenfible of the concern 
which ſhe expreſſed for me, and touch- . 


ed by the extreme ſolicitude to pro- 
cure me, not only eaſe, but pleaſure, 


felt my breaft glow with gratitude : 
but gratitude was the only paſſion 


which that ſolicitude and all: her atten- 


tions excited in it. Tranquility, in- 


deed, the often procured me, but no- 
thing more: I was iden to every kind 
of joy. 
Mr. Edwards, "ery eſteem 1 me 
appeared to be heightened every hour, 
and Who, inſenſibly drew me into 


lon 8 converſations on various ſubjects, 
took 
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from my thoughts: but I was charmed 
to hear her ſpoken of with the 


cover about us to Mr. and Mrs, Fiſque. 
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dock an opportunity one day when we 


were by ourſelves in the garden, to 
kt me know that he was acquainted 


with every thing that had happened 


to me, fince 1 had lived with Mr. 


Aſhurſt, and touched very tenderly * 
Ty: paſſion for Gertrude, 


I changed colour: I could not bur 


tas name mentioned without. emotion, 


though ſhe had never been a moment 


greateſt . admiration and eſteem. I 
could not imagine, indeed, how he 
knew ſo much concerning us both: 
he ſoon, however, put an end 107 my 


ſurprize upon the occaſion, by telling 


me, that Miſs Harvey had, with the 


higheſt. encomiums on me and Ger- 


trude, diſcovered all that ſhe could diſ- 


Ia 
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In ſhort; I found in a little time, 
that” Miſs Harvey had concealed no- 
thing but her own: prepoſſeſſion in my 
favour : and as ſhe had mentioned Ger- 
trude in ſo handſome a manner, . I had 
no reaſon to be diſſatisfied with her. 
1 even was ſecretly rejoiced to have 
ſomebody- to talk to about her: and 
my pleafure was doubled when the 
old gentleman informed me that he 
had not ſecreted my affairs from Miſs 
Benyon. 

Mr. Edwards 12 his niece, both 
intereſted themſelves ſo much in my 
behalf, and ſtudied, by ſo many win⸗ 
ning aſſiduities to alleviate the anguiſh 
of my heart, that I was encouraged to 
diſcloſe its inmoſt receſſes to them : 
] received ſuch conſolation from chat 
diſcloſure, that I was far leſs inclined 
to quit Woodberry than I ſhould other- 
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ſertecdi nn place, at that time, to my 
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ed that Mr. Fiſque v buſineſs tequir- | 


ed:amyopreſetce; I ud have pre- 


worchy friends hoſpitable manſion. 
S Detetmined, however, to don my 
er trie a he tation into 


He defred me — — 
. ed. 
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He bed it immediately : "telling 
me that Dawley' went on pretty much 
at the old rate; that, as Mrs. Dawley - 
lived” in à very retired manner, he 5 
had not been able to learn 4a" great 
deal about her; but believed the was 
well, as be had heard nothing to the 
contrary. He concluded with rally- 
ing me with regard to Miſs Benyon, 
fayi ing; that as the was an agree- 
able girl, ſhe might in time make A 
conqueſt of my heart. 33 

I could not help uttering the word 
never aloud,” though I was alone, at 
the + concluſion © of Saville's letter, 
which very much affected me: for T 
now began to fancy that Letitia's  contis. 
nual aſſiduities to give me pleaſure, Pro- q 
 ceeded from the inffuence of 4 paſſion ; 
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on Per hear more tender than either 


e or r pity. But 1 — 
; N "cor- 
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bluibing at che ſame time for giving 
way to, ſo. ridiculous a conjecture. 1 


refalyed, however, to be upon my 


8 dy and not to encourage an amis. 


able woman, by any coxcombry in 
my carriage, to think that I liked 


ber better — L really did: but we 
cannot always, regulate our actions 


geauily to QUE  Intentiens 2, t! though 
1 never promoted her little ſolici- 


tudes about me, 1 could not brutally 


drive. her: from me: nor could I, when 
ſhe, came with the. moſt. affectionate 
anxiety to enquire. after _ my, health, 


F 3 


or offer to Procure me any amuſement, 


F as 4 77S +: 


look diſpleaſed, or anſwer her with 
barth, language, . There qa, indeed, 

Minis: ſoftneſß in 1 ber behayi: 
our, Which called for he gente 


——_ and which demanded that 
| $53 return 
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return of compaffon which ſhe ſo fect 
ingly beſtowed 61 me: (but, bewitch- 
as her behaviour was, I ſhould not 
Have imagined that ſhe had a particu- 
Ar pod Er ty veurt . ff 
mM — Saville had Fot raifed Heh 4 ſup- 
= "pofiti6h im my mind.) Befides,' I was + 
. ſtrongly induced to endeavour to re- 
turm ber "Gives; or at leaſt, to ap- 
peur pfleaſeck With them; betaufe l. 
by f 1 doing, evidently gave great fa - 
tisfaction to Mr. Edv ards, for Whoſe 
ib äacp it was not in my power 
6 nike” any otheFuckiioWIedgiients. 
"And here let me add, it my jeſtifca- 
tion, That 1 ae?” from no intereſted 
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And as I Was obliged to 11. le, .or 
health, ſhe always kept 
me company: ſometimes ſtrolling with 
ms. in — DO riding out 
wich me, either on bofſeback, gr. in 
the poſ-chaiſe; by her,ucle's order, 

rn that too much confinement 


was very bad an 


2 4 


O very creature in diftreſs the ex; 
tended her good, nature; the ſuffering 


d her uncle's ellare often 
. my fight, the ſugets of her 
enge; ang, I, no | ſeldom, , al: 
ald her in reliexing their wants, as 


far 


far as my ſcant ould giv 
me leave. The poor looked chear: 
ful; ever the fick ſmiled at our ap- 
proach, and bleſſed us, fervently; + 
our departure from them! 
One day, when we had taken 
longer walk than uſual, to a cottage 
which contained a worthy family un- 


as 
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ſeatching he pocket, f money 
to enable ber to be as — the 
wicked to DE.” * "TI out, 5 
ber, dene that 1 wo 3! per- 
mitted to add my donation to hers. T 

The miſtreſs of the cot, ſeeing the 
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rapturou ; effuſion, but Letitia's - 
. * _ "over, and "the fob 
de deep Tet” the Huſh in ka 

| pee, —— modes „ and 

ateri ibute 1 the ſudden hea n heaving g & er 
gentle bolom, m, to to the aden et 
aroſe i her mind on the miſbty 
which had moved ber compaſſion, and 
attracted he: munificence. GE 9 

in our way home (we bad more 
than a mile e to walk) the fad little; 
ſeemed thoughtful, and locked f- 
rigued.” OT could not eval taking no- 
tice of che alteration in her appear- 
ance. 1 aſked” her if the was not 
= if ſhe would top. | 3 Y 
© She = x Ed with a Temark- 
EY oftneſs in hu r voice and man- 


ner, 


r 


> 


* % if, * 


N A8 


— 25 


7s © "Ts? 528 N LITE 7 8 S 
. e to reſt pon , 
—5— , IV # 


= Þ 3 ©. 3+ LF 22 


on no eons ſoſſe kr 


— 


r 
— ** 5 


I 


— 


r 
W 


— 


4 — OY 
TE Oy pag 2 * 

* 7 

* * . | 


* 
1 
. 
S 
— 


| ſpre 


down, 


Anse 


0 
- 

} 

F 


op 
ct 


Fo 4 » © I. * 
L * * 7” wt ae FX W — 


ceive no | injury from its 


(I would ave. Halle! x 7 N 180 


. — 
2 A ag 7 A R 
: „ of x: 1345 


Is. 8 


. 
e 


— 
. 


— 


— 

En : 3 * 

a 2 , ef 8 - 
— Wo 


5 


5 oel, that I was a ata 4 q 5 


— — 4 

* 

. 7 D : — — * 
93 


8 


5 


By IEA 


I 22 


id 


— 0 


14 


8 
i 2 > 


A AY bs 


When ſhe, roſe up, f 
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. 0 her. 1 . 
3 nyt other; la- 
dy in the ſame ſituation. She-feem- 
„ prodigtbuſly adtscted wich ihe weer 
omsaiy-of ug bekariour, and leapt 
on me with a kind of tender ſatis- 
Action; at which, though I gave 
enen to it, I ceuld not 
5 n / diſpleaſure, without ha v- 
de en u. des une diſcovered an 
unfceling diſpoſition, - I really pitied 
ber, and believed that ber diſorder 
proceec z from = 
1 ber Confiblliey. Ind. — 
a goned all her diſcompoſure. 
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When we came home, ſhe went up 
Rare to her uncle, and aſter 
having ſtaid ſome time with him, cate 
running cath and, with a ſmile, which 
2 a 3 threw 
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tures tha 1 had ever before-fobſery- 


. 
IG 21G 


ment for me in her power. 
geatle; Jetitia obliged her, un- 


; er her afleciofic, a 
1 d to quit the houſe, to pre- 
vent her from being in any {uſgence- 
about me, as I found: myſelf incap - 
able of ego ot 1 RAin 
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„Ponſideting. however, og. zocolles-. 
nog, . that.,an... abrupt, removal, from. 
my; friend's Ita alter bis nume- 
rous kindaeſſes 40! me, at. a time 100 
when ber as anfined by illneſs to 
his apartmer t, would have 2 very 
ſtrange — became quite 
at. . Joſs ta-know . how ta act, and 
| what .ceſolution to make. wy Shall wo. 
aid I to myſelf, ©& let Letitia know, 
_ *qhat11:never can be hers ? no, ſuch 
d poſitive; declaration — 
bo has taken ſuch pains to pleaſe 
cm, and Who is of ſo; delicate a 
<« tremely, and make me alſo appear 
* Edwards in a very odious 
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«Kon! my account.“ 2 2INSIES} 78 98 got 

bp had no reéſt all kigbe, A 
could I determine in What manner to 
ad elfte! dis 02 1 Pisb 

About five Ocloc k in the morning,” 
I was rouzed by 4 great buſtle ir” 
the houſe. Soon "afterwards a ſervant 
with mach —— that his maſter 
was dead. bog emen 


flicted at this ſudden and unexpectect 
intelligence: nobody imagined that he 
was ſo near his end : his death was 
a ſevere blow to me, becauſe I had 
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bnbardlp: nem whather, L.,was) alive 
5 ſtrongly revolted 
ampinicenyy. marriage. ich Miſs; Ben- 
von and yet I was ready; 10, die 
witho ſotrow nat being neceſſitated to 
refuſe her! My heart funk within 
me when, liffing up my eyes, I be- 
held her pale, trembling and expet- = 
ing me, g doubtleſs, to expteſs the 
namnſports of a man overjoyed! at 
41 fat- in the moſt embarraſſdd con- 
dition to be conckivell, not knowing 
in hat way to, enxtricate myſelf 
3 wy _ 
mas, b Jovie | —— | 
diſappointment; would be doubled. by 
ad delayed explanation of my ſenti- 
ments as: ſhe might have, - while 1 


remaintd — that 
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hs ſtlence in her own Auvchryr and 
dreading to make an addition to her 
difquiet,” being alſo not leſs; perhaps, 
more abathed and diſconcerted than 
herſelf, T'tofs up; determined-to-\pur 
an end to her ſuſpence and my own: 
1 went up to ber, and with-a oo 
tenance which fully evinced my tons 


cern for what I was going to ſay, 


addrefled her ins the Solkowingounens: 
In what light, Miſs Benyon, can 
#:y0u-behold::a- man; who, after all 
the civilities he has received from 
ted yu, aſter all the favours beſtowed 
en him dy your excellent ' uncle, 
© finds himſelf Obli ged to tell y 


«© that it is not in his power to ac- 


* MW © < fl 7 : ; > ET ©. : 
* cept of his % favour, thqugh 


<ſeafible at thei fame; time? that by 
i« Ris Hon-acceptance of! it he rejects 
en moſt defirable> bleſſing? But vou 
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ce well acquainted wich my. attach 
« ment! to another; i my happineſs, with 

pb can neve "is true, be agcom- 
Gs, has 1 cannot poſſibly. give 

N heart to any other woman :,look. 

upon me, therefore, as an ungrate- 
< ful - wretch, vowarthy-of the regard 
<« with which, vou haue hongured. me, 
6 * and Þoſtow - your oF 2 yore. 
| deſerving, man. Be aured, -bow- 


4 


. gyer, that though I make this decla- | 


ration with. the deepeſt: regret. od 
« "though I cannot, by any means, be 


* come intitled 20.2 molety . of what 
2 «your generous uncle left between zus, 


&« 1- am, and ever =_l be; Jo Mere, 
voor faithful frie a. 
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"S 985 Feng, to a gh in Nil 

oe te He IH er m and 
3 hut g a heavy f gh > from her 
pos, followed by a fainting 
917 fit, 
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up my tongue. 

Po A 


4 
m Ay increaſed. 


6) © 
* 


1 felt a! horror at wyſelt for 


T had juſt "Laid, 


3 
- 


E 425 even wiſhed 3R 
to recall my words. N "afliſted Mr. 


recovering her ; fat down 
ant,” dh cm the pug her 


ments, which TS: TT not, | . 
ſtanced a 1 T was, 5 have bonourably 


* £444 3 


colicealed from her. © FEEL tba 


K 
1 
3 


2 She raiſed her languid eyes, and with 


— 4 


a face as glowing as it was before. 


i 
J 


* 


with ea voice, too, ſoftened to exceſs 
by ber grief and her deſpair,” | cri 

„Po not, Mr. Freeland, do not ac- 1 
« ouſe yourſelf. for what you. canngt 
ought to make apologies | 

« for hav ing occaſion oned the uneaſineſs 


n Which © v at Preſent, feel: : þ 


„ 


3 


r * 


but "of 


— : ri i * 275 & T * * t. Y y © * 6 e 4 
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te will pat an od ten it immediately, 
tho I muſt ſometimes ſigh, ſometimes 
reep, to think that. ill lay no 
more upon is ſuboct on which lib, 
to be:forievet ſilent. My uncle: J,, 
# you, loved you as his ſon, and as he 
long wiſhedt to haveyou related to him 
« he had no way to gratify that wiſh 
by sybur r ingenuouſneſs. Tou have 
«Red like a man of hongur,.- and 
Heaven willi I hope, reward you on 
Hay; for all yo tun, with; your 
« Gertrude.” „item 9:18 
bo Tekrs:would not permit bes: te go 
on. Oha intreated us to let her ratire 
t cher ow apartment, that ſhe; might 
ry ta compoſe herſelf. For my part, 
1 was too much agitated to detain her. 
I walked up and down, for a cauple 
of hours, in a ſtate of mind not eaſily 


to 
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_ be * ſcribe? ; courted att6hd ing d 
Mr“ Fifqus who ſpoke t me ſeveral 


peo) engt m lum ! od 
4 Great. I rang the belh, and when 
the ſervant” appeared, ordered him to 
#ſk the mald if he had been up to 
Miſs* eee . ne 
aue ng 03 den en ba ede 
We girl dcn ee ee, cher 
miſtreſs's thanks, telling me that the 
was a Iitele better; and: hoped Nr. 
Fiſque and myſelf would make a guod 
fopper as ſnhe could not ſee us till 
the morning. 2 © Hie „ 
Lſtepped out after the maid, And 
ebarged her not to leave her miſtreſs, as 
her grief for her uncle made it high- 
ly neceſſary that ſomebodyrſhoukd be 
with her. Oz DIJBNNG A AIG 00) 28 J 
Nanny, promiſed ae 1 


IInss 30 20 bam to 228 
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Aſter having ſat down to table with 
Me. Fiſque, juſt out of form, without 
taving the leaſt inclination to taſte a 
morſel, I retired to my room incon- 
ceivably dejected. I grieyed for Mr. 
Edwards, ſor the amiable, the real 
friend; and I grieved the more for 
not being at liberty to accept of his 
generous legacy: ſtill more did I 
grieve ſor having cauſed ſo much 
diſquiet to ſo every way —— Fl 
woman as Miſs Benyon. . 
In the morning ſhe joined us at 
breakfaft; pale and unrefreſhed, with 
| her eyes almoſt ſwelled out of her 
As ſoon as Mr. Fiſque went into the 
garden, ſhe. an me for the care 
which Nanny had taken of her, and 
aſſured me that the ſhould ever thiak 


herſelf obliged to me for it, 
oc 


* EP * = 8 
- * 5 1 2 2 3 x 
| ESL 5 
* 
+3 5 f 
* 


oe « 


—— that 1 
ſhould always be happy in having 
an opportunity of diſcovering” my . 
eſteem for her. As J am certain, 1 | 
„ Miſs Benyon; continued I, „that Js. 
you are convinced of the impropri- 1 0 
* ety of my remaining at Woodberry, —_ 
* after the departure of Mr. Fiſque, Th ; 
« let me intreat you to think on ſome 
« friend whoſe company will be agree- 
able to you, and to ſend for her to 
t come-and ftay with you, for T can- 
6 mn of — er £ 

„ . alotio 2 enen 

She dies to feel a mnclaticheli | 
pteaſure-at the uneaſineſs I expreſſed on 
her account, and, after a little hefita- 
tion, diſpatched 'a' man and horſe to | 
the next village to an old lady, who 
had always been upon a very friendiy 
footing with her mother, | 

Yor Bb. K As 


3 


I 
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As the ſervant brought word that 
Mrs. Bruton could not be with hislady 
till the next day, I _— on Mr. 
F iſque to wait her arrival. 9.3 
I ſpent ſeveral hours with Laid, 
in private, and availed myſelf. of all 


my reaſoning and elocution to com- 


poſe, to amuſe her mind, and to hin- 
der her from dwelling too intenſely 
on what would, I knew, only give 
ber pain. I flattered myſelf that my = 
ſucceſsful, for ſhe grew much more 
calm, ' talked about ſeveral indiffe- 
rent things, and gave me- ſome little 
commiſſions to execute for ber 
in town; defiring me at the ſame 
time, not to forget her, but to 
come and ſee her now and then for 
the benefit of the air, as it had, in her 


* ; 


me. 


with it, and, preſſing her hand, begged 
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opinion, been of no ſmall ſervice to 


She made this laſt requeſt with tears 
in her eyes. I promiſed to comply - 


her to believe I wanted no inducement 


to come and ſee if ſhe was as happy 


as I wiſhed her to be. 


In this manner we ſpent the remain- | 


der of the day together. 


When Mrs. Bruton arrived, Fad. 


neſtly recommended Miſs Benyon to 


her care; bade her adieu with as little 


2 


ceremony as poſhble, that I might not 


_ revive ſenſations too affecting for her 
repoſe, and left her with a mind not 
more at eaſe, I will yenture to "oy 


than her own. 

I had not been above three days in 
town when Mr. Fiſque, who was ap- 
pointed joint executor with Miſs Ben- 


K 2 Jen, 


| % | 
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yon, in caſe I refuſed the terms before- 
mentioned, came to me, while I fat 
writing, and defired me to ſtep with 
him to the bank. 

For what?” ſaid I, 1 have no 
<<. Buſineſs there.” 

More than you think of, replied 
he, ſmiling; I have received orders 
e from Miſs Benyon to transfer ten 
* thouſand pounds which Mr. Edwards 
«had in the funds; and his eſtates are 
* to be ſold, that the produce of them 
may be equally divided between you 
and Letitia, who is determined that 

your refuſal ſhall not deprive you of 
t of the fortune which ber utc de- 
< figned for you.” | 

« Generous creature !” cl I, in a 
rdiſport 'of gratitude : : but I cannot, 
« will not, accept of her bounty—lI 


* ſhall never be able to repay it I 
8 5 6e will 
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K will not, therefore, touch a ſhilling 
of her fortune; let her beſtow it on 


a man who can make her happy, 


* and let me be totally forgotten.” 


& Your talking fignifies nothing, 
ſaid he, © I muſt comply with her 


* commands : you will only render her 


« ſtill more miſerable, by this ſecond 


« refuſal.” 


* I cannot, however, alter my reſolu - 


* tion,” anſwered I ; * and I will, if you 
« pleaſe, write my fixed and final ſeati- 
e ments to her upon the occaſion. .. 
He made no objection to that ſtep; 
and I wrote the ſubſequent lines. 


«© To Miſs Benyon. 
« YOU oppreſs me too much 


„ madam; ſuch generoſity merits, a 
« warmer return than it can poſſibly 
receive from a man already dead to 
every thing this world can beſtow ; 

3 mn 
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<© but you may de pend upon his wa rm 


«eſt wiſhes for the eternal felicity of 
A woman who is poſſeſſed of ſo ex- 


ce alted a mind. Whenever I am con- 


© ſcious of having it in my power to 
make an adequate acknowledgement. 
for ſo liberal an offer, I will moſt 
<< freely accept of it; but as I am 


< pretty well aſſured that I ſhall never 


** be able to make thoſe acknowledge - 
1 ments, I can only pray, as I do moſt 
* fervently, for your happineſs with 
ea perſon more worthy of your libe- 
9 « rality, With theſe ſentiments, ma- 


« dam, ſentiments which will never, 
<<] believe be driven from my mind, 
] can only aflure you that I ſhall. 


* ever remain, 
« Your fincere friend and very 
much obliged humble ſervant, 
C. FREELAND. 


Beſore 
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Before this letter reached her, though 
I ſent it by expreſs, ſhe was in a high 
fever. The next news J heard was her 
entire infenſibility to every thing about 
her. My feelings, on being acquaint- 
ed with ſuch. melancholy intellj gence, 
may be more eaſily conceived than deſ- 
cribed. I was ſtruck with a kind of 
horror, for 1 looked upon myſelf as 
the caufe, in ſome meaſure, of her. 
nnen 
I hurried down with Mr. Filgue, but 
ſhe was too far gone to know either 
of us; and, though every thing was 
done that could be thought of, ite died 
in about four and nn hours after 
our arrival. 
This ſecond ſhock, a0 in the 
fame place, almoft deprived me of 
ſenſe and motion. N I became abſolute] y- 
ſtupid With ſorrow, and had hardly 
K 4 2 : 


200 THE HISTORY or 
ſtrength ſufficient to give the neceſ. 
ſary orders upon the melancholy 
occaſion, ET, 
Having ſent for a lawyer, the mo- 
ment ſhe was taken ill, ſhe left me 
every thing; leſt Mr. Fiſque ſhould 
not have ſo eaſily complied with her 
injunctions with regard to the transfer 
as ſhe had deſired, or leſt I ſhould have 
made any objections. to it, of which 
ſhe was not a little apprehenſive. 
Mrs. Bruton, ſeeing me ſo over- 
whelmed with grief forebore to increaſe 
it, by ſoftening, as much as poſſible, 
ſeveral particulars concerning her ill- 
neſs; telling me, ſhe. believed the fright 
occaſioned by her uncle's ſudden death 
had too violently affected her ſpirits, 
as ſhe was, from a child, of a very 


tender, gentle diſpoſition, 


1 thanked 


I thanked the old lady, in my heart, 


for ſparing me the ſelf-accuſation of 


having been, in the ſlighteſt degree, 


acceſſary to the poor girl's death ; and 


(finding that they would not be unac- 


ceptable) I preſented her with ſome of 
her beſt lace and linen, with a hand- 


ſome ſum for mourning. 
After having ſeen every thing relat- 


ing to her funeral properly performed, 


and attended as chief mourner—l. was 
a moſt ſincere one! gave liberally toall 


the ſervants and the neighbouring poor, 
and then hurried from a place where I 


had met with ſo conſiderable an addition 
to my affliction. 


I was, however, no better in Lon 
don. I remained with Mr. Fiſque, 


till I could make ſome enquiries after 
Gertrude, and determine how to diſ- 
poſe of myſelf, Frequently did I re- 
K. 5 1 
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Nect on the inſufficiency of riches 
to confer happineſs; as I found myſelf 
only more miſerable by the riches. 
which had devolved to me, and I knew 
no way of enjoying them but by the 
diſtribution of them. 
An conſequence of this train of think- 
ing 1 gave Mr. Fiſque two thouſand 
pounds, and ſettled the ſame ſum on 
each of his children, as they were 
Mr. Edwards's neareſt relations: I de- 
figned to do more for them, but I choſe. 
to ſtay and ſee how Mr. Fiſque went- 
on, very much fearing that his wife's. 
' extravagance would encreaſe with the 
enlargement of his fortune. 
Calling upon Saville, [ heard from . 
him that Mrs. Dawley lived juſt as ſhe ; 
had ever done, fince her marriage, 
privately ; j and that Dawley ſeldom 
ſaw her but when he required her 
; to 
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to entertain his company: company 
very improper for her: among whom 
was a man of a diſpoſition, with 
regard to women, exactly ſimilar 
to his own, and to whom he Was 
under no trifling obligations. 

TI thuddered at this information; but 
on recollection, thanked heaven, that 
I had money at command, and that it 
was in my power to ſend her aſſiſtance. 

Accordingly, I ſealed up notes 
amounting to five hundred pounds, and 
diſpatched them by the porter whom 1 
had before employed. 

He ſoon returned with my packet - 
unſealed, telling me, that the lady not on- 
ly refuſed to take it, but threatened him 
with correction if he ever came again, 

I was extremely at a loſs to find 
out the meaning of this e 0 
and ſtretched my thoughts to contrive 

. ſome 
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ſome method to prevail on her to 
receive part of the above- mentioned 
ſum. Aſter ſeveral attempts, fruitleſs 
attempts, I dropped my defign for the 
preſent, and only ſent the following 
lines to her by the penny poſt. 
oe Mrs: Dawley. 

3 Madam, 
Having ſeveral times made efforts 
<« to be ſerviceable to you in a manner 
<« the leaſt alarming to your well- 
% known, and long- admĩired delicacy, 
“ take the. liberty to aſſure you, that 
88 packet which you refuſed to open 
© came from a fincere friend, who would 
have died rather than even have 
* formed a with to take advantage of 
* your ſituation.— More 1 dare not 
ſay.—Let me only add, however, 
1 that if ever you ſhould find your- 
« ſelf in want of any aſſiſtance, you 

„will 
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will immediately receive it by diſ- 
« patching a few lines to A. B. at 


<« Batſon's coffee-houſe, Cornhill.? 


Finding by Mr. Edwards's fleward 
that he had a very good eſtate in Somer- 
ſetſhire, beſides the Woodberry one, 


and never having been in that part of 


the country, I hoped that new ſcenes 
might give a new turn to my diſorder- 
ed mind, weary as I was of every 
place, and tired as I was of the ſociety 


of every human creature about me. 
While the preparations were making 


for my journey, I deſired Mr. Fiſque 
to call every day at Batſon's, and 
whenever he ſaw a letter directed to 
A. B. to forward it to me by 


exprels. 


The morning before that fixed for 


my departure, Saville came to ſet me, 
and told me, that he could not let me go 
| out 


206 TAT HISTORY or 
out of town without giving me a con- 
tinuation ef the hiſtory of the Cokers. 
«© You remember,” ſaid he, that 1 
left the gentle Sukey to accompany 
<© her huſband. She at length, but 
in a very ill humour, reached his hor- 
<« rid houſe in the horrid alley. De- 
6c termined to know how the went on, 
421 ſtepped into a milliner's over the 
way; purchaſed a few trifles, and ſo 
6 far ingratiated myſelf with the ſnop 
© „girl, that ſhe was ready to tell me 
every thing. She was as eager to 
ee get intelligence about the new- 
* married lady's motions as 1 could 
ee be for my life. — Ever ſet a wo- 
* man to watch a woman.—I called 
t too, now and then, myſelf, about 
my pumps, and ſo made a ſort of 
«friendſhip. with Bentiy; but the 
dog was cloſe, and would not 
be 
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© be as leaky as I wiſhed - him 
© to be. I was obliged, therefore, 
to have recourſe to my little 
| *© ſhop girl, his neighbour, who, {oj 


e jn about ſix weeks after their mar- . q 
e riage, informed me, that a ſmall af- [2 | 
« fair had happened which had c 
* fined Mrs. Bently to her bed; 10 


* which confinement both ſhe and Mrs. in 
Cocker attributed to the violent paſſion : ; 
into which Mr. Bently threw himſelf 
upon her ordering a chair to be called 
one morning to carry her to the 

* park, However, ſhe got well again 
(without any other diſagreeable cir- 
15 cumſtances attending, than a long 
pill at the apothecary's, and about 
e twenty guineas in fees to the doctor) 

&. qrefled and went abroad as uſual. 

« One night, at the play, ſhe made an 
_ ** acquaintance with a Jew, and liking 
8 
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« his propoſals, preferred handſome 
« lodgings in the ſtrand, to her huſband's 
« ſhocking ſhop. She was accommo- 
dated in thoſe lodgings, ſometime, 
« before either Mrs.. Coker, or Mr. 
* Bently diſcovered her new quarters; 
e the latter, indeed, gave himſelf 
* mighty little trouble about her, and 
« theformer having been ſtruck with the 
« oraceful air of a corporal, whom ſhe 
« accidentally met with one day while 
ec ſhe was reſting herſelf upon a bench 
& in the Bird-cage walk, and who 
« paſſed for a captain in a marching 
<« regiment, had but little leiſure to 
think of her daughter, 
Mrs. Bently finding the Jew pretty 


«fluſh of money, had ſo many various 


cc. employments for it, that he began 
&« to be weary of her extravagance. 


46 Jul] 
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* Juſt about this time, Mrs. Coker 
e became ſo ſoftened by the corporal's | 
addreſſes that ſhe conſented to be 
married to him privately, to avoid 
© the fuſs and ceremony which attend 
c publick weddings, and to receive the 
« leſs interruption to their douceurs. 
© The huſband went out the next morn- 
66 ing, upon buſineſs, promiſing his 
© fond bride to come home to din- 
© ner, but has never been heard of 
e ſince; and ſhe has been only able, 
© with all her enquiries after him, to 
<« learn that he went to the Bank, ſold 
* out their common ſtock, and having 
< a few affairs to ſettle in Ireland, took 
<* poſt for Park- gate with the money, 
66 and embarked in the firſt packet which 
« ſailed for that kingdom. His ena- 
_ *© moured ſpouſe has not yet received a 
< fingle line of conſolation from him. 
Mrs. Coker 
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Mrs. Coker, alias Gahagan, be- 
age] Vi of upon this new and unforeſeen: 
event, rather diſtreſſed for a preſent 
ſubſiſtence, had ſome thoughts of 
& following her former occupation of 
cc: bed-making. With theſe thoughts, 
sone day, fhe by chance ſaw her 
daughter juſt as ſhe was ſtepping. 
< into a hackney coach from her lod- 

gings. 5 
* Mrs. Gahagan, catching her by 
< the ſleeve, told her that ſhe had 
1 ſomething of importance to commu- 
© nicate to her, and followed her into 


be 5 the coach without any ceremony. : 


Mrs. Bently could have very well 
* diſpenſed with her mother's company 
« at that juncture: yet the old gentle- 
_« woman made ſo good a uſe of her 
< time, that, tis with great probability 
81 1088858 * agreed to TO the 

, 66. Jew 
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* Jew before he had reſolution enough 
to turn her into the ſtreet; for ſhe: 
brought her mother home with her, 
and they both decamped the next 
morning, taking every thing that was 

b moveable with them. 


The young lady is, by this time, 


J imagine trading upon her own: 


* bottom, though ſhe. was within an: 


“ ace of falling into Mordecai's hands, 
„Who ſwears he will have her tried 


at the Old Bailey if ever r he lays- 


„ hold of her.” 
| Depreſſed as my. ſpirits were by a 


ſeries of - diſappointments, the dengue-- 
ment of Mrs. Coker's hiftory excited: 


rather ſerious reflections, than. divert-- 
ing ones in my mind: nor did J feel 


b myſelf. 1 in the leaſt inclined to laugh at 


itz, 


ads oa IG 
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ire 
it; I was far more diſpoſed to -pity 
them. How much, thought I, might 
* theſe people have been reſpected 
< had they remained contented with 
* the ſtations in which providence had 
placed them, had they been ſatisfied 
* with a competency, and had they con- 
* tributed by a courſe of virtuous in- 
* duſtry to procure for themſelves the 
« comfortable conveniencies of life! 
What ſtriking examples are they to 
„ thoſe, who are ſeized with a raging 
* defire to appear in ſituations, in 
* which they cannot, _ poſſibly, appear 
* without making themſelves high- 
ly ridiculous and contemptible ? and 
how neceflary is it for all, who would. 
« be happy in themſelves and reſpected 
* by the world, to remember that folly- 
_ *-yanity, and pride, generally lead 
their 
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by their miſ; guided votaries to want, in- 
1 


* famy and ruin! 
1 could not, in this way of think- 
ing, part with Saville, without adviſing 
him not to encourage girls for the fu- 
ture, by flattering them, and fooling 
with them, to ſwerve from the paths of 
virtue, and diſcretion ; adding, that he 
ought to place a great deal of Sukey's 
propenſity to vicious purſuits to his own 
account, as ſhe might have been con- 
tented with ſuch a man as Bently for 
a huſband, without taking, however, the 
diſhoneſt methods ſhe made uſe of to 
get him, if he had never taken notice 

of her. 2M 
He took what I faid as it was in- 
tended ; though he poſitively averred 
that Sukey made the firſt overtures to 
him, in hopes of duping him, as ſhe 
had afterwards drawn in Bently. 
When 
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cc When ſhe found,“ continued he,“ . | 
« as not to be tricked into matrimony, 
c the was extremely ready to ſtrike upon 
& eaſier terms, with a view, I ſuppoſe to 
© be handſomely rigged, and kept in re- 
66 pair as a miſtreſs. But I imagine, 
<< as you have converſed only with 
4 yirtuous women, Charles, you will 
ve be apt to ſet me down for one of the 
ce lawleſs libertines of the creation, who 
go about ſecking to ſeduce the fair 
<< ſex from the paths of innocence.” 
I told bim, that [ wiſhed his female 

5 acquaintance were, for his own ſake, 
more virtuouſly inclined, and we then 

ſeparated. h 

: As Mr. F iſque would not, 45 anxious 
was he about my health, let me reſt 
till I had promiſed to hire a ſervant for 
the journey, I took John, who had lived 
—* SETS with 
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with Mr. Aſhurſt, and who offered hin- 
ſelf to me, into my ſervice. 

The fight of him renewed my grief, 
but as he had always behaved with the 
greateſt reſpect to his young miſtreſs, 


.and diſcovered a fincere regard for her, 


J was "the more willing 8 f to have him 
about me. 


We arrived at this cas before ks. 
1 found only an. old gardener and his 
wife, whom Mr. Edwards had placed 
here to take care of the houſe, which 


was rather in a ruinous condition. 


Theſe honeſt people welcomed me as 
«their maſter, and procured me all neceſ- 
ſary refreſhment. 


The next day, on fi urveying the houſe 


and gardens, I found them both i improve- 
able at a ſmall expence, and as I had 
met with ſo little ſatisfaction in ſociety, 


4 thought this retired place would be 
a quiet 
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A quiet re retrea tin y which] I might ſhutmy- 
ſelf up, "whenever I had a mind to ſteal 
from the duly world. On viewing the 
enyirons, 4s found that T1 mi ight live to- 
ally. undiſturbed; my. neighbours con- 
ſifting chiefly of 2 few poor cottagers, to 
whom, I believed, I could be benefi- 
nificial, by 1 ſetting them to work a- 


5-7 22 $3% * "> ? 


bout the intended bn in my 


Fe be en bh 11 * 4 oF" 


** 


* * 


5 grounds. 5 
For ſome time my new V employments 

amuſed my thoughts; but the appre- 
henſions of Gertrude 8 being in diſtreſs 
ſoon prevented me from taking any 
pleaſure in them. . Not hearing | from 
Mr, F iſque concerning her, in any ſhape, 
andknowing that ſhe muſt be very much 
reduced indeed, before ſhe would ap- 
ply to any creature for aſſiſtance; * 
could reſt no longer fo far ria 

from her. I hurried, therefore, to town, 

| . but 
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but arriving at an hour when I was 
pretty ſure of Mr. Fiſque's not being 
at home, 1 went to a coffee-houſe in 
the neighbourhood, Happening there 
to take up a news-paper of the preced- 
ing week, by miſtake, the firſt article 
in it, which ſtruck my eye, was the fol- 
lowing one; 
<« Yeſterday «qual; at the weſt 
end of the town, ſhot himſelf through 


<< the head, having loſt a conſiderable 


« ſum at play the evening before, 
which is thought to be the occaſion 
* of this raſh action.“ 

looking about for that of the day, when 
a gentleman, who ſat near me, taking 
up that which I had laid down, ſaid to 


another ; * So, this fellow who has ſhot | 
« himſelf is Dawley- of Argyle-build- 


© ings, is it? He married a very pret- 
Vor. II : Wo 
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75 gd e the city ſome time 
wal farted I Arbe other aoſyerg,, 5 *Ay 
* ad, beg 8g left her a ſhi 
« every thing in his houſe ; is ined, and 
his wife forced to ſtarve almoſt in a 
<6 «© little lodging.” 
24 ſtaid no long «; hui Tuaning, in- 
to the ſtreet, called the firſt coach I ſaw, 
in order to make the more expedition, 
and bade the fellow drive as faſt as 
poſſible to Argyle. buildings; vet ſo 
little ſatisfied was IL with the velocity of 
the horſes, that I. more than onde, Was 
going to quit the carriage in hopes of 
walking faſter. I cannot deſcribe the 


agitation of my mind; I could hardly 
breathe; nor can I give any account of 
my reflections during the ride, which 
ſeemed amazingly tedious to me. 
FL... + 2 41a” 
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When 1 ſtopped at Mr. Povley's | 
Houle, 1 ordered the coachman to ; 
+Gondudtec ediately W 
where ever Sonkd-* 155 1s, 4 * 

A A-maid-ſervant, whoa. the creditors 
bad ned chere to lock af. or:the ef- 
ſocts · till they old be removed c 
10 me, ad wi a ſarrom el face: ig, 
My poor miſtreſs, ſir, is but u little 
ay off, dlirecting me tea houſe in 
Swallow-ſtreet; the appearance of which 
ga ve me noiadvantageods idea of her a- 
-partment-in it; but Iſtaid not to make 
any examinations below; I flew up a 
pair of narrow ſtairs.Recollecting 
however, on à ſudden, that the uneX- 
pected fight. of me tight too much a- 
larm her, I bade the maid of the houſe, 
who followed eme, u let Mrs. Dawley 
1 Dis Wh I. 1 13 know 


220 Tat HISTORY - | 
leo chat Mr. Freeland Thijs to ſee. 


ber. La. 6110 155 ES 0 5 1 Wt 7 
She immediately vent He Las _ 
ber; L heard my game repeated in a faint 


voice. As the door was open, I could ; 


no longer curb ny eager deſire to ſee 


Uo object of all my withes,=— 


But oh!” heaven and earth -—UZIn What a 


tuation Im hat a pity-· moving ſitua·— 
tion did I find her 1-—She was in a poor, 
ſhabby room, only Juſt big enough to 
contain a bed and one” chair —She was 


$4 * 


in her bed, Pale add iemaciated, yet her 


bs features were lovely as: :ever.—Her 

face was fluſhed with joy at my ap- 
proach; while 1 felt an emotion which 
I did not ſtrive to conceal 5 175 rf 


1 far-down by ber fitle, but” wanted 


words to expreſs my Tenfations : my 


tongue cleaved. ; to the roof of my 


| moyth,—She held out her hand,” on 


which 
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| 2 
which there was ſcarce any fleſh, re- 
maining, and with a weak, tremulous 
voice, but in accents ineffably ſweet, 
ſaid, 4 al | am permitted, then, to. ſee 
7 « you, Mr. F reeland—Heaven has, — 
*< at laſt—heard my Prayers; and ſent 
me my beſt, — my only friend. 
Tour friend? exclaimed I. Des 
3 « my. Gertrude—for you are now mine, 
added *. eagerly preſſing her hand 
ein me you have ever had the faithful- 
90 eſt—the tendereſt of friends and of 
66 1 heaven has, alſo, heard me 
in bleſſing me with an ample ſortune 
© to make the dear angel of my heart, 
n whom 1 have ever fondly doated, 
as happy as ſhe deſerves to be. 
A deep figh from the boſom. of this 
amiable. creature, while ſhe prefſed my 
| hand i in return, a affected me in a man- 
ner not — deſcribed.— She made an 
L 3 5 effort 
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effort to ſpeak, I thought but ber 
voice died away in ſounds: inarticulate 
r: her quivering; livid lips. 

At laſt, raifing hor | head a he, 
and looking at me with her eyes full of 
tears, What a poor, inconſiſtent crea- 
5: ture am I, ſaid ſhe.Juſt now, I felt 
“more joy than I could poſſibhly utter, 
at the- long wiſhed for fight of you, 

* and now—when I conſider how much 
pain you will receive from what 
can give: me, at moſt, but a momen- 
tar ſatisfaction, I am ready to ac- 
WM riet of being cruel 3 * b 
60 ing defired ic EY a 

71 at eee deareſt . 
. « Gert ulle; ſaid I; what, but laſting 
6c ſatisfaction, but permanent joy may 'S 
66 now expect to re ard me for all*your . 


* ſufferings, and to recompenſe me for. 


K "_ own. . * dear ac- 
Nells 1 count? 


r 
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count? You are, at length, releaſed 
from the cauſe of all your miſery 

e 19 the marriage · ſtate, and 1 ſhall be 
« bleſt beyond expreſſion in employing 
« myſelf to render every future hour 
* of your life, an hour of happineſs ; ; 
* to make you, if poſlible, as happy 
* as you have, I fear, been otherwiſe 
* fince we parted.” | 

__ * Unhappy 1 have been FRF re- 
F plied ſhe—exquiſitely unhappy, fince 
that parting but unhappy I muſt 
te {till continue tobe—forat this very in- 
ce ſtant; while I am permitted to taſte feli- 
cc city, I have too much reaſon to be af- 
C ſſured that my felicity will be of a very 
A ſhort duration muſt leave you, my 
dear, my ever loved F reeland.— I muſt 

<©< leave you—never to return,—Long— 
long have I ſtruggled with adverfity— 
*© it has, now, almoſt conquered me 
juſt 
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juſt at a time too— but 1 am loth to 
„make you wretched—T begin to 
* Wer that vou did not love me ſo 
well.“ RA SY 3105 5 
Her words almoſt dre me-with 
Horror, but het looks Rilf more forc- 
ibly confirmed the dreadful truths, 
which ſhe” knew not how to deli- 
ver.—Tet—yet, unwilling to under-⸗ 
ſtand her, and longing to be de- 
cCeived, 1 endeavoured to turn the ap- 
chsg and alarming evil from me, 
and tried with all the tendereſt eloquence 
of love, to chear her drooping ſpi pirits, 
to animate her heart with hope. 
Wich a faint ſmile, which too plainly 
"2 predicted her near death, ſhe cried-— 
Do not—oh! do not my dear Free- 
* land flatter yourſel.— Lam dying 
« indeed I am you cannot be 1gno- 
* rant of my fituation—I grieve, 
= > _» ww 


Mx. FREELAND. 225 
“Heaven knows how much I grieve, 
< 6 give: Tuck angviſh , your, gene- 
* rous breaſt let me intreat you, — 
© let me conjure you to be reſigned, 
and not lament me, I have,” tis 
<< true, endured a great deal. in being 
© ſeparated from you, doubly wretch- 
© ed have J been in being obliged to 
give myſelf to another, but I am 
now 19 amply” rewarded for all my 
c wretchednels by ſeeing.you again — 
| ien ſeeing you near me in my laſt mo- 
ments; by having it in my power, 
„thanks to my all merciful Creator ! 
or condeſcending to let me enjoy my 
< ſenſes,” at a time hen fo many are 
_ «© deprived of their ĩntellects to pour _ 
forth my gratitude to you—that | 
I ſhall die contented, provided I can 
but behold you tolerably compoſed; 
provided you will promiſe me not to 
n ir 5 1 gneye 


g—_— 


226 THz HISTORY er 
« grieve— will you not promiſe me, 
a reeland?ꝰ added ſhe tenderly, wy” 
ing her icy hand on mine 
Struck with the-dreadful idea of of: 
ing her for ever, juſt When I believed 
that 1 was going to be united to her, 
I was almoſt bereaved of life: I ſhook | 
with horror: my heart funk within me, 
and I ſhould,” "probably; hays fainted - 
away had not her affecting interroga- 
tion rouzed me. I wrang my _ 
ſmote my boſom, and wept aloudæie, 
all the agony of deſpair. 
Recollecting, however, while re 
a looſe to unavailing forrow that the | 
might, poflibly, by timely affiftance, 
be ſnatched fromthe brink-of the grave, 
J roſe; and in a frantick kind of hurry 
ordered the nurſe who attended ber to 
fly that inſtant for a phyſician, whom I 
named; orderin 8 her, alſo: to bring 
BY 1 8 41 any 
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any other of reputation, if he was 
not to be found. re 
| The dying. a; beebly a 
* Stop—oh! ſtop, my - Freeland—no-' 
thing can be done for me: —It is too 
„ —too late do not rule yourſelf 
< thus j — let me ſpend the very ſhort 
time allowed for us to be together 
< in confeſſing all the eſteem and af- 
« fection with which my fond heart 
from its infancy, I may ſay, has 

glowed for you; — in thanking you as 
long as I have breath left, for your 
*© numberleſs acts of friendſhip, eſpeci- 
Kally the laſt important one, which - 

* refuſed, believing.it to have been ſent * 
on by one who had a baſe deſign upon 
me; but which, I afterwards, attri- 
«© buted to you alone.— Nothing can 
« fave my life ; ;——make yourſelf, there 
Lfoxe, caſy my F reeland, by conſider- 
1. 6 1 


228 Tur HISTORY or 
e ing from how many future evils my diſ- 

* ſolution may preſerve me, and how 
much reaſon both you and I have to 
« render thanks to heaven for taking me 
* out of a world of afſliction: a world in 

which we never were deſigned to be 

1 perfectly happy ; as an uninterrupted 
* courſe of felicity in our preſent ſtate 
« would-make us too fondly attached to 

* jt, and hinder us from preparing our- 
e ſelves in a proper manner for ano- 
„ther. Ceaſe, therefore, my deareſt, 
my only” friend—ceaſe to difturb 

_-<« yourſelf about what ought to give 
. ue ſincereſt ſatisfaction.“ 5 

Here ſhe fell back on her pillow, and 
12 for ſome moments, as if her foul 
- had winged its flight ; then RE up 
Her head, ſhe thus proceeded : : 

- © The God of mercy, who knows the 

40 1 ol my keart, though he has 

il 4M * forbidden 
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&« forbidden us to be united here; will, 


«I truſt, make us mutually and eter- 


« nally happy hereafter; if-we deſerve 
eternal felicity;=Look-upz therefore, 
to that merciful Being with. a lively 
| 6c hope; my Freeland, ſubmiĩt patiently 
+ to the pain of the moment, and ear 


«the payer ; of | ſeparation: with a be-- 


coming en 164 3 
66 that a Wrais + > Fo 48 $row 1 * 
ohe W have Sets to 5 peak 


for ever, had herfirength not failed Ber, 


fo little was T capable of interrupting 
her: ſo much was my whole frame 
affected. I was melted with tenderneſs 


and grief; I ſtrove to ſpeak—t could 


not utter a ſyllable.ä— fighed,—I 


groaned, but articulation \ was totally 


fuſpended. 1 1 Fed 
She grew * Sl wedkin—Oa 
her aſking for fomething to drink, I 
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ran to the nurſe, and took from her a 
little cordial, which ſhe had poured out 
for her, but my trembling hand could 
ſcarcely - convey it to her Jips—thoſe- 
dear lips, how were they changed! 
Gazing: on her dear, almoſt | lifeleſs * 
features, I burſt into tears" Ob, 
* Gertrude. — Gertrude, — talking is to 
“no purpoſe I muſt feel I cannot 
< this agony is inſupportable — 
Pray to heaven,” cried the ſweet 
expiring faint; *© to prevent you from 
«ſinking under this hard, this very. 
«hard trial indeed.—1 feel as much, 
perhaps more than you; but it 
10 will ſoon be over with me, and 1 
«ſhall be at reſt for ever.— Let, if 
t you- love me, do not give way 
to grief. Preſerve your liſe, take 
scare of your health; the pangs of 
15 death are not half ſo keen as thoſe 
Iſuffer, 


a « 
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1 J ſuffer, at this inſlant, for your ſake;" 
Do not then diſtrefs me in my laſt 
L minutes; by encouraging me to ima- 
pine that you will not comply with 
%%% my earneſt, my final requeſt. Be 
&« aſſured, that only by complying with 
u, you can contribute to make me 
leave the world without murmuring 
at my fate. If) you love me — 
«If I love you?” exclaimed I, 
« Oh; Gertrude! you are far, far, dear- 
er to my racked- ſou}; than health, 
than life, then every thing 
I believe you, I am ſatisfied my 
& only love,” cried ſhe, but leave 
eme, leave me for a moment; I 
would fain ſpare you the torturing 
* ſight: I would not have wn ſee me 
die 


: | | | 
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I could not anſwer her, but caught 
ber in my arms, —_ ee her 
face to mine. N 
With a look rongly — of 
the anguiſh which her angelic mind. 
endured, with the tendereſt look to me, 
and then, with the moſt devout ele- 
vation of ber eyes to the throne of 
grace, ſhe breathed. her * * on 
my boſom. 
knew not hs ſome. moments what 
. paſſed in the room I was almoſt de- 
prived of life, and nearly reſembling 
the lovely corpſe, which [ ſtill cloſely 

- held in my arms. At laſt, the nurſe 

with John's aſſiſtance, whom ſhe called 
up, forced me from the fatal ſpot; 

1 ſtaid no longer, however, in the a- 
| partment to which they conducted me, 
*2han till I recovered ſtrength enough to 

return to the bed of death. I again 
preſſed 
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preſſed my poor clay cold Gertrude to 
my boſom, glewed my lips to hers? 


and called on her as if ſhe had been 


able to heat me. 


For three days I remained in the 


ſame frantic "ſtate ; nor could Mr. Fiſ. 
que nor Saville; whom John brought 


to me, by turns, make the leaſt im- 


preſſion on me. I declared with vehe- 
mence that no perſuaſions, no force 


ſhould: draw me from Gertrude, while 


| ſhe was aboveground; nor could all that 


they, i in the warmth of their friendſhip | 
_ urged, RO on me to 89 into: ber 


loom. 
When I wWas ju NM to drop; k 


threw myſelf acroſs the bed i in, which 


my poor Gertrude died, and found 
more ſatisfaction on it than I could 
poſſibly have tad in _ other 
* eee 
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As ſoon as I was a little refreſh-- 
ad, I roſe: again in order to con- 
template ber lovely face ſor lovely 
ſtill it was—while ſhe: lay in her 
coffin. II threw myſelf gn my knees, 
and ardently implored Heaven to take 
me too from a world in which Ic, 
never expect any more felicity, _ 
In this melancholy way did 1 ems- 
ploy, myſelf till they were obliged to 
ſerew-down: the coffin for its removal. 
Then I, a ſecond time, became almoſt 
by any means, preſerved her body from 
putrefaction, I ſhould have kept it by - 
me to this day: though, I confeſs. 
+ ſhould have by ſo doing, ated more 
like a madman than a- rational being. 
But where 4s the man Who, doating like J 
me, could have ſupported ſuch a m 
blow with compoſure? aeg 
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Ia my lucid intervals, however, 


for fo they might have been not im- 
Properly: called, F had reſolved to have 
ber buried in the church- yard ad- 
i e 
ſhire ; 585 and ſent Jehn down with the 
neceſſary pæopls to essen thing 
ior! her interment. | 


When the dreadful day vines; which: 1 


* to deprivs me of the ſight 
of my dear angel, whom I had ſo. 
jong, Io truly loved, I took one more 
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tears. 
n en ſhut up aue 8 
7 my longing eyes, and put into a hearſe, 


Ny renn partivipation, * I would + 
not ſuffer either Fiſque-or Saville to ac - 


company me, nn) they . begged. to 
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age me in the moſt earneſt man- 

1, alone, attentled my love "to 
he grave, and would, joyſully, have 
ſprung in after ber, ad have there 
ended my life and miſeries together; 
but the rector of my pariſh; ſeeing by 
my diſordered behaviour that I was 
not quite fit to be left to myſelf, 
endeavoured, after having 'performed 
the funeral ſervice with a very be- 
coming ſolemnity and decency, by 
all the arguments and rhetoric of a 
chriſtian, à gentleman, | and r ſcholar, 


to bring me into a juſ way of thinking 


upon the mournful occaſion. I was, 

however, for a. long time, incapable of 
liſtening to the dictatès of reaſon; and 
to prove that my intellects were a little 
impaired by this laſt dreadful ſhock, 1 
had a marble monument erected on 
Gertrude's grave, with the following 
| inſeription, — TO 
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It was a long while before I could tel! 
| thow to diſtinguiſh this moſt exemplary 
and moſt beloved of women. I could 
not bear to think of joining the name 
of a man, to whom ſhe had been ſo cru- 
Elly ſacrificed, to her baptiſmal ones 
nor could I let ber lie 2 

—_—_— the common dead. 
Oyer "this. - Brave, rendered ſo dear 
tto me > by having r received. the remains of 
all that was moſt precious to me, do l 
frequently ſhed floods of tears. The 
vent which this melancholy ſpot affords 
to my ſorrows, together with my re- 
fKections on the excellent admonitions 
of the amiable creature, whoſe death 1 
ſhall ever moſt ſincerely lament, have, 
I believe, kept me from making any 
attempt dn my own life, Time has 
now mellowed my grief into a ſet- 


_ ted ent, . feel an abſolute 
ATN Al * 
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Aiſguſt to all ſociety, which, I am well | 
Aſſured, nothing can remoye I have 
lived here ſive years. My whole lie 
is ſpent in trying to comply with my 
den Gertrude's dying injunctions, and 
in contributing, as far as it is in my 
1 happineſs inothers, which 
vas never. permitted to enjoy myſelf; 
and in fevoutly praying for a ſpeedy 
releaſe from thoſe afſlictions, which I 
have found to be almoſt inſupportable. 
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